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Cases of tuberculosis, an 
ancient scourge diagnosed 
by a wracking cough and 
fatigue, increased by 10% 
in Pennsylvania from 2017 
to 2018.

Pennsylvania was among 
22 states that reported more 
TB cases, although the na-
tion saw fewer incidences 
than in any year since re-
cord keeping begin 1953.

The U.S. Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention 
says cases aren’t dropping 
fast enough to eradicate tu-
berculosis by century’s end, 
even though drugs to fight 
it have been available for 75 
years.

Around the globe, tuber-
culosis is declining but not 
fast enough to reach goals 
set by the World Health Or-
ganization, which says in 
its 2018 report that TB is 
among the 10 leading causes 
of death worldwide.

Doctors and public health 

workers emphasize testing 
people if they show symp-
toms of tuberculosis, espe-
cially if they have lived in 
a country with higher inci-
dences, have been exposed 
to a patient or have weak-
ened immune systems.

They tell patients to stick 
with treatments, which last 
for months, to kill stubborn 
bacteria. People who cut 
short treatment have con-
tributed to strains that re-
sist drugs. Now, doctors 
use as many as four drugs 

in combination to treat pa-
tients.

Bacteria that cause tu-
berculosis are called acid-
fast bacilli.

“They are notoriously 
very difficult to treat with 
conventional antibiotics,” 
said Dr. Robert Kruklitis, 
vice chairman for the de-
partment of medicine for 
clinical programs, clini-
cal care medicine and pul-
monology at Lehigh Valley 
Health Network. 

HEALTH

Tuberculosis cases on rise in the state
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Traffic crawls during ongoing roadwork on Route 61 in Shoemakersville. The $12.6 million upgrade that has created driver 
headaches is nearing completion.

By Holly Herman

Reading Eagle

For more than two years, 
Harry Steeley has witnessed 
motorists’ futility in deal-
ing with the Route 61 up-
grade and a simultaneous 
bridge project on a side road 
next to his Shoemakersville 
house.

Steeley sees drivers daily 
taking back roads, trying to 
avoid heavy traffic from the 
major Route 61 project only 
to hit a complete stop when 
turning onto Miller Street, 
where road signs declare, 
“Road Closed, Detour,” for a 
project to replace Shoemak-
ersville Bridge, which con-
nects the borough to Centre 
Township.

It has become a source of 
amusement for Steeley, who 
lives north of the bridge.

He’s made friends with 
the crew, and he appreci-
ates their work.

“I love this,” Steeley, 73, 
said, looking over to the 
34-foot-wide, 268-foot-long 
bridge.

“With all of the extra cars 
on Route 61, they are coming 
here,” he said. “They drive 
(east) on Shoey Road, and 
they think they can get out of 
the traffic. Then they get here, 
and they are stuck. There are 
so many people. It’s been go-
ing on for two years.

“I live here. I just work 
with them (construction 
crews) rather than against 
them. They have a job to do. 

My complaining isn’t go-
ing to make them work any 
faster.”

Jammed
To avoid getting backed 

up in one-lane traffic on 
Route 61 during a $12.6 mil-
lion upgrade, motorists ap-
parently are detouring on 
side streets.

When they drive off the 
highway in Shoemakersville 

to get to back roads, they hit 
another road-closed sign 
along Main Street, where 
crews are completing a $3.6 
million replacement of the 
78-year-old Shoemakers-
ville Bridge.

On any given day, smaller 
road projects and routine 
maintenance are also un-
derway in the area.

On Tuesday, a PennDOT 
crew was repaving East No-
ble Avenue after a gas line 
was replaced, creating traf-
fic backups in all directions 
for motorists attempting to 
avoid the heavy traffic.

End in sight
But drivers’ frustrations 

over being late to work or 
to doctor’s appointments 
and social events because 
of Route 61 roadwork will 
soon end.

The upgrade from the in-
tersection of Gernants Church 
Road in Leesport to Zions 
Church Road in Perry Town-
ship is expected to be com-
pleted between late October 

CONSTRUCTION

NEARING THE END
Route 61: $12.6 million upgrade scheduled for completion by the holidays
Shoemakersville Bridge: Project thwarts some drivers seeking detour
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Equipment along Shoemakersville Bridge on Tuesday 
signals ongoing work in the span’s $3.6 million 
reconstruction project.

By David Mekeel

Reading Eagle

Christine Folk could have told heartbreaking 
stories all afternoon.

Sitting at a table Thursday in front of a crowd 
of about 75 inside the Berks County Intermedi-
ate Unit, the executive director of Mary’s Shelter 
limited herself to four.

There was Ricky, a teen who woke up one 
morning to discover a note on the kitchen table 
saying that his family had moved out and that 
the landlord needed him out, too, by 5 p.m. He 
ended up dropping out of school and began “mak-
ing poor decisions.”

Mary’s mom passed away, and she moved in 
with her grandmother. When her grandmother 
was hospitalized, Mary ended up staying with 
her in the hospital room because she had no-
where else to go.

Andre’s mom remarried, and his new stepfa-
ther didn’t want him around. He was passed from 
relative to relative, eventually ending up on his 
own at 17 when one relative he was staying with 
went to jail.

Sophia was a great student, earning A’s and B’s 
in high school and on a path toward college. When 
her mother remarried, Sophia was kicked out of the 
house and suddenly stopped showing up for class.

Good kids in tough spots
“These are good kids,” Folk said. “They’re good 

kids who are faced with bad circumstances.”

YOUTH HOMELESSNESS

A call to 
notice 
and help 
teens
BCIU hosts event focused on what 
can be done to help kids who don’t 
have a stable living situation

By Mark Scolforo 

The Associated Press

HARRISBURG » A lawsuit filed Thursday seeks to 
keep a proposed constitutional amendment ques-
tion off the fall ballot, arguing it improperly com-
bines a set of changes that should be voted on as 
separate amendments.

The state League of Women Voters and a reg-
istered voter sued Pennsylvania’s chief elections 
official in Commonwealth Court in a bid to pre-
vent voting on Marsy’s Law on Nov. 5. The amend-
ment would enshrine victims’ rights in the state 
constitution. The ballot question passed the Leg-
islature overwhelmingly and is widely expected 
to get voters’ final approval. If it passes, it will 
take effect in January.

The lawsuit also argues the ballot question 
does not fully inform voters of the issues in-
volved, describing its language as “a brief and 
incomplete summary” of the roughly 500-word 
proposed amendment.

VICTIMS’ RIGHTS

Lawsuit seeks to keep 
question off fall ballot

Silver Maple’s Richmond Town-
ship location features separate 
waiting and exam rooms for 
dogs and cats. PAGE A10
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Pick 2 (Oct. 10): 6-4+7 
 (Day: 8-4+4)

Pick 3 (Oct. 10): 3-2-3+7 
 (Day: 4-3-1+4)

Pick 4 (Oct. 10): 3-3-8-4+7 
 (Day: 4-5-0-5+4)

Pick 5 (Oct. 10): 
0-0-9-5-3+7 
(Day: 1-1-3-9-6+4)

Treasure Hunt (Oct. 10): 
2-7-8-21-26

Cash 5 (Oct. 10): 
7-12-17-29-40

Match 6 (Oct. 10): 

4-11-37-39-42-49

Cash 4 Life (Oct. 9): 
4-14-30-44-45 
Cash Ball: 1

Mega Millions (Oct. 8): 
5-8-10-17-48 
Mega Ball: 23 
Megaplier: 3

Powerball (Oct. 9): 
5-18-33-43-65 
Powerball: 2 
Power Play: 2

All numbers unofficial until 
validated.

LOTTERY

Online: Check out the lottery Master’s blog  
HTTPS://KARLSLOTTERYBLOG.BLOGSPOT.COM

The surname of Tilden 
Township’s fire marshal 
was incorrect in a story 
Thursday about a car fire in 
a driveway on Holly Drive. 
His name is Troy Hatt.

The Fall Festival of the 
Arts will present a free 
concert by Les Canards 
Chantants on Saturday at 
7:30 p.m. in Christ Epis-
copal Church, Fifth and 
Court streets. The day 
was incorrect in a caption 
in Thursday’s Weekend 
section.

CORRECTIONS

If doctors used one anti-
biotic to treat tuberculosis, 
the bacteria would likely 
become resistant to it and 
grow more difficult to treat, 
he said.

Keys to keeping tuber-
culosis in check, Krukli-
tis said, are identifying 
and treating patients early. 
Their symptoms include 
chronic coughing, includ-
ing coughing up blood and 
mucus, night sweats, weight 
loss and severe tiredness.

“People who are identi-
fied can be isolated from the 
public while they are con-
tagious and being treated,” 
Kruklitis said.

Tuberculosis spreads 
through the air when pa-
tients cough, sneeze, talk 
or even sing.

As with many infec-
tious diseases, good hy-
giene, including covering 
your mouth when cough-
ing, helps block TB, Kruk-
litis said.

Most cases are caused 
by Mycobacterium tuber-
culosis, although bacteria 
called Mycobacterium bo-
vis found in animals such 
as cattle, deer, bison and elk 
can spread to humans.

Last month, the CDC re-
ported that a hunter who 
was taking steroids that 
weakened his immune sys-
tem contracted TB from 
deer he harvested over the 

years in Michigan. Pennsyl-
vania hasn’t seen the bacte-
ria in its deer herd.

Worldwide, 23% of hu-
mans have latent tubercu-
losis, which means they test 
positive but are not spreading 
the disease or showing symp-
toms, the WHO said. They 
can, however, receive treat-
ment that will prevent the dis-
ease from making them and 
others sick in the future.

Kruklitis said people 
with latent TB have been 
exposed in the past, but 
their bodies contained the 
bacteria.

“In most cases, we rec-
ommend treatment that is 
prophylactic,” he said. 

Latent tuberculosis can 
be treated with one drug 
over several months.

In Pennsylvania, the De-
partment of Health said 
212 cases of tuberculosis 
occurred last year, up from 
192 the previous year.

Neither the department 
nor the CDC point to any 
one reason for increases in 
states such as Pennsylvania. 
Both agencies list possible 
reasons for the uptick as bet-
ter diagnostics, low rates of 
patients to accept and finish 
treatment and reluctance of 
undocumented patients to 
be tested because they fear 
being deported.

The rate of tuberculosis 
is 14 times higher for res-
idents born in other coun-
tries than for those born in 
the United States.

Asians, Pacific Islanders 
and Native Hawaiians had 

the highest rates among 
ethnic groups, followed by 
Native Americans, Native 
Alaskans, blacks and His-
panics, the CDC report for 
World TB Day on March 24 
said.

Other populations whom 
the CDC says are at higher 
risk include the homeless, 
who accounted for 4.1% of 
new cases last year. Prison-
ers came down with 3.3% 
of new cases. Patients with 
HIV developed 5.3% of new 
cases, and people whose 
immune systems are weak-
ened, such as those on che-
motherapy or steroids, also 
are more susceptible.

To combat tuberculosis, 
the CDC recommends prac-
tices that quickly identify and 
treat cases, emphasizes test-
ing of groups at higher risk 
and promotes development of 
drugs that will reduce treat-
ment to 12 weekly doses.

Prior to the arrival of an-
tibacterial drugs, patients 
went to sanitariums, usu-
ally in places at high eleva-
tion with cool, dry air that 
they hoped would cure their 
condition.

White Haven Center in 
Luzerne County, now a 
home for people with intel-
lectual disabilities that Gov. 
Tom Wolf’s administration 
wants to close, began as a 
TB center in 1901.

Tuberculosis has been 
called a variety of names 
over the ages, including 
consumption, the cause of 
death in many a novel from 
the 1700 and 1800s. 

Cases
FROM PAGE 1

A spokeswoman for act-
ing Secretary of State Kathy 
Boockvar, who is the de-
fendant in the lawsuit, de-
clined comment. The state 
has spent nearly $1.4 mil-
lion this year advertising 
the ballot question ahead 
of November.

“The secretary’s fail-
ure to encompass all of 
the components of the pro-
posed amendment into 75 
words does not reflect any 
negligence on the part of 
the secretary,” the lawsuit 
said. “Rather, it shows that 
the proposed amendment is 
far too complex and multi-
faceted to be presented in a 
75-word summary.”

Critics of the proposed 
amendment have said they 

are concerned it will im-
pinge on defendants’ right 
to a fair and speedy trial 
and that it contains vague 
and formulaic language. 
Supporters say it strength-
ens rights that are already 
in other laws by putting 
them into the constitution 
and that the amendment 
expressly gives victims the 
ability to ask a judge to en-
force those rights.

The proposed amend-
ment would give victims the 
right to be notified about, 
attend and weigh in during 
plea hearings, sentencings 
and parole proceedings.

Jennifer Riley, state di-
rector for the national 
Marsy’s Law campaign, 
called the lawsuit a “last-
ditch effort to disenfran-
chise voters.” Marsy’s Law 
is named for a 1983 Califor-
nia murder victim.

“It’s a political move by a 

special interest group that 
has lost every political and 
public debate on this issue 
over the past three years,” 
Riley said.

Lorraine Haw, a plain-
tiff, is a registered voter 
who supports some aspects 
of Marsy’s Law and not oth-
ers, the complaint said.

“Ms. Haw cannot vote for 
the parts of the amendment 
she agrees with without 
voting for other things she 
disagrees with,” the lawsuit 
said. “She wants to be able 
to vote separately on each 
change to the constitution, 
as is her right.”

It’s unclear what will hap-
pen should the plaintiffs win 
in court. A lawyer for the 
ACLU, which is represent-
ing the plaintiffs, said it may 
be possible to keep the bal-
lot question off electronic 
machines and to simply not 
count other votes.

Lawsuit
FROM PAGE 1

Folk was one of the 
speakers Thursday at a 
special event aimed at rais-
ing awareness about home-
less youth in Berks County 
and what can be done to 
help them. 

The event was held by 
the local chapter of Penn-
sylvania Education for 
Children and Youth Ex-
periencing Homeless-
ness, which is at the Berks 
County Intermediate Unit.

“It seems to be a very 
unknown subject for a lot 
of people,” Kristen Hoffa, 
regional coordinator for 
ECYEH, told the crowd of 
educators, local politicians 
and community organiza-
tion officials.

The lack of awareness 
about homeless youth isn’t 
because it’s not a big prob-
lem, Hoffa said. In fact, 
in the 2017-18 school year, 
Berks County had over 
2,200 youth experience 
homelessness, with the 
issue impacting all 18 of 
the school districts in the 
county. 

That number represents 
a continuation of a steep 
increase over the past five 
years.

Hoffa began Thursday’s 
presentation by sharing a 
bit about what youth home-
lessness looks like in Berks. 
The federal definition for 
youth homelessness is a bit 
different from the one for 
adults, including kids liv-
ing in a motel or hotel and 
ones whose families are 
living “doubled up” with 
other families.

In fact, Hoffa said, “dou-
bled up” families repre-
sent the largest portion of 
homeless youth in Berks at 
about 80%.

But just because kids 
aren’t living in a shelter 
or under a bridge doesn’t 
mean their homelessness 
doesn’t have a huge impact 
on them.

“I just want you to imag-
ine you’re living in a ho-

tel,” said Tabitha Kramer, 
ECYEH program special-
ist. “Where are you go-
ing to do your homework? 
Where are you going to 
study for your test?”

Kramer said students 
who experience homeless-
ness tend to miss school 
and fall behind in their 
studies. Many are dealing 
with trauma and loss, caus-
ing them to act out. Iden-
tifying those students so 
they can get the help they 
need is critical.

“If we’re identifying 
these students we’re go-
ing to be able to support 
them,” she said.

Thursday’s panel mem-
bers shared what some of 
those supports are.

Folk spoke about new 
emergency housing at 
Mary’s Shelter. It can pro-
vide a place for unaccom-
panied youth to stay for 
up to 21 days. In its first 
18 months, it has already 
served 42 teens.

“Our first job is to make 
them feel safe,” she said. 
“We want to let them know 
they have a home and that 
people care about them.”

Folk said Mary’s Shel-
ter is hoping to convert its 
current unused basement 
into a transitional housing 
program for teens, which 
would provide a place to 
stay for up to 18 months. A 
federal grant to cover the 
cost has been denied, she 
said, but another grant is 
pending.

Funding called key
Folk said it is critical for 

officials in Berks County to 
demand more funding for 
homeless youth initiatives.

“We need a bigger voice, 
a louder voice that’s going 
to advocate for these kids,” 
she said.

Elise Chesson, executive 
director of Family Prom-
ise, talked about the bar-
rier that many homeless 
youth face.

For example, she said, 
think about an 18-year-old 
who is on his own. What 
landlord is going to want 
to rent an apartment to a 

teen who is in high school, 
working part time and 
doesn’t have any credit 
history?

Chesson said for many 
teens facing homelessness, 
education falls by the way-
side.

“High school is no lon-
ger a priority, survival is,” 
she said.

Homelessness is of-
ten a taboo subject, Ches-
son said. She encouraged 
those at Thursday’s event 
to change that by sharing 
what they learned with 
friends, family, co-work-
ers and neighbors.

Hoffa closed the pro-
gram by sharing some 
other things that need to 
be done to address teen 
homelessness.

She said greater connec-
tions need to be made to 
services, mentoring and 
educational programs need 
to be expanded, partner-
ships need to be expanded 
and advocacy efforts need 
to be redoubled.

In particular, Hoffa said, 
there are currently three 
pieces of federal legisla-
tion being considered that 
need support.

The first, House Resolu-
tion 2001, would align the 
definition of youth home-
lessness with the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and 
Urban Development. That 
would allow for students 
“doubling up” or living in 
a hotel to apply for HUD 
services.

The other two are part 
of House Resolution 2740, 
which sets funding lev-
els for the federal Educa-
tion for Homeless Children 
and Youth program and 
the Runaway and Home-
less Youth Act. Hoffa en-
couraged advocacy to up 
the funding for both.

For more information 
on youth homelessness in 
Berks County, contact the 
ECYEH office at the Berks 
County Intermediate Unit 
by calling 610-987-8509.

Contact David Mekeel: 
610-371-5014 or dmekeel@
readingeagle.com.

Teens
FROM PAGE 1
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Participants in a panel discussion Thursday about youth homelessness are, from left, 
Tabitha Kramer, program specialist for Education for Children and Youth Experiencing 
Homelessness Program; Elise Chesson of Family Promise; Chris Folk of Mary’s Shelter; 
and Kristen Hoffa, regional coordinator for ECYEH.

and early November, said 
PennDOT spokesman Ron-
ald J. Young Jr.

The Shoemakersville 
Bridge reconstruction is set 
to be complete by the end of 
the November, Young said.

Alan D. Piper, county 
transportation planner, 
said the two projects will 
significantly reduce con-
gestion in northern Berks.

“The Route 61 project is 
not just a repaving project,” 
Piper said. “It involves put-
ting in ramps and improv-
ing drainages. Route 61 is a 
major highway connecting 
Schuylkill County to Berks 
County.”

‘Longer than 
marriages’

Marie Rightmyer, 81, of 

Hamburg said she gives 
herself an extra 15 minutes 
when she drives to appoint-
ments at any time of day.

“I am retired, so I’m not 
in a big rush,” she said. “The 
work slows you down.”

At Dee Dee’s Diner, a 
popular breakfast spot on 
Route 61 in Shoemakers-
ville, the workers are fo-
cused on safety.

Kristen Raymond, 25, 
of Shoemakerville said she 
compares the Route 61 traf-
fic backups to those on Route 
422 toward Philadelphia.

“They are both four-lane 
highways,” she said. “Wel-
come to Pennsylvania, where 
road construction lasts lon-
ger than marriages.”

The Keystone State high-
way system exploded in the 
1920s, when then-Gov. Gif-
ford Pinchot convinced 
lawmakers to convert over 
20,000 miles of rural roads 
into state roads to help lo-
cal farmers transport food.

Nearly a century later, 
PennDOT is responsible for 
maintaining 40,000 miles 
of highways.

Amber Hafer, 26, a wait-
ress at Dee Dee’s who drives 
daily from Orwigsburg, 
Schuylkill County, said the 
work is necessary.

“I understand work has 
to be done,” Hafer said. 
“You have to drive on Route 
61 to get to jobs. It’s crazy.”

Another diner employee, 
Kayla Biszmaier, 27, of 
Shoemakersville, said it’s 
frustrating when the road-
work blocks the diner en-
trance.

“It’s no one’s fault,” she 
said. “We can’t do anything 
about it. The roads need to 
be repaired.”

‘Fingers crossed’
Bill Ross, a transporta-

tion construction inspec-
tion supervisor at JBC As-
sociates Inc., King of Prus-
sia, said road crews worked 

through inclement weather 
to ensure the Shoemakers-
ville Bridge project is fin-
ished before winter. Kins-

ley Construction Inc., York, 
is the general contractor for 
the bridgework.

“We had some flooding,” 

said Ross, who is respon-
sible for ensuring the en-
gineering plans are imple-
mented. “We were out work-
ing through it. We have our 
fingers crossed that it will 
be done.”

Ross said motorists need 
to slow down and pay atten-
tion.

“Unfortunately, people 
are in such a hurry,” he 
said. “Everyone wants to 
drive their cars instead of 
using public transportation 
because they want to have 
control of their lives.”

Steeley, meanwhile, en-
joys the occasional hearty 
laugh with Ross and his 
newfound friends from the 
road crew.

“They are doing a fine 
job,” he said. “This is awe-
some. The project is going 
to be done in November.”

Contact Holly Herman: 
610-371-5029 or 
hherman@readingeagle.

Route 61
FROM PAGE 1

ROUTE 61
Where: 6-mile stretch 
along Route 61 from Ger-
nants Church Road in Lees-
port to Zions Church Road in 
Perry Township.

Cost: $12.6 million.

Details: Milling, concrete 
patching, replacing drainage 
systems, pipes, concrete 
islands and sidewalks, 
upgrading traffic signals, 
and installing handicapped 
ramps.

Contractor: New Enter-
prise Stone & Lime Co. Inc. 
of New Enterprise, Bedford 
County.

Average daily traffic: 
26,897.

Start: March 2018.

Target completion: Late 
October to early November.

SHOEMAKERSVILLE BRIDGE
Where: A bridge over the 
Schuylkill River connecting 
Miller Street in Shoemakers-
ville to Shoey Road in Centre 
Township.

Cost: $3.68 million.

Details: 78-year-old bridge 
demolished and replaced 
with a 34-foot-wide and 
268-foot-long bridge. 
Project includes drainage, 
curb and sidewalk repair and 
constructing accessibility 
ramps.

Contractor: Kinsley Con-
struction Inc., York.

Average daily volume: 
1,270.

Start: December 2017.

Target completion: Late 
November.
Source: PennDOT

NORTHERN BERKS ROAD UPGRADES
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By Ricardo  
Alonso-Zaldivar 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » Millions 
of retirees will get a mod-
est 1.6% cost-of-living in-
crease from Social Secu-
rity in 2020, an uptick with 
potential political conse-
quences in an election year 
when Democrats are push-
ing more generous inflation 
protection.

The increase amounts to 
$24 a month for the aver-
age retired worker, accord-
ing to estimates released 
Thursday by the Social Se-
curity Administration. Fol-
lowing a significant boost 
this year, the cost-of-living 
adjustment, or COLA, for 
2020 reverts to its pattern 
of moderate gains.

But seniors and advo-
cates complain that the in-
flation yardstick used to de-

termine the annual adjust-
ment doesn’t adequately 
reflect their costs, mainly 
for health care.

The COLA affects house-
hold budgets for about 1 in 
5 Americans, nearly 70 mil-
lion people, and that in-
cludes Social Security re-
cipients, disabled veterans 
and federal retirees.

Criticism of the COLA 
formula has been ampli-
fied by Democratic pres-
idential candidates and 
congressional Democrats. 
That’s helped to shift the 
Social Security debate 
from a near-exclusive con-
cern with the program’s 
solvency to a focus on ex-
panding benefits, including 
but not limited to the cost-
of-living adjustment.

“Most of the discussion 
about Social Security is 
about how can we prom-
ise more rather than how 
can we keep the promises 
we’re already making,” said 
conservative retirement 
policy expert Charles Bla-

hous, who as a former pub-
lic trustee of Social Secu-
rity once helped oversee its 
finances.

With the COLA, the esti-
mated average monthly So-
cial Security payment for a 
retired worker will be $1,503 
a month, starting in Janu-
ary. About 1 in 2 seniors live 
in households where Social 
Security benefits provide at 
least half the total income. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

Retiree checks to rise 
modestly next year

Polling shows Americans 
have doubts about the fu-
ture of Social Security. 

An Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs 
Research survey from 
February found that 39% 
of Americans had little or 
no confidence the program 
will offer the current level of 
benefits in five years. 

Just 24% said they were 
very confident it would, with 
another 36% saying they 
were somewhat confident.
— The Associated Press

POLL: FUTURE CLOUDY

By Geir Moulson and 
Pietro De Cristofaro 
The Associated Press

HALLE, GERMANY » Ger-
man investigators puzzled 
Thursday over how the sus-
pect in a botched attack on 
a synagogue on Judaism’s 
holiest day managed to 
amass nearly 9 pounds of 
explosives and acquire four 
firearms, an arsenal they 
said he planned to use in a 
massacre.

W hile many ques-
tions remained about 
the suspect, German of-
ficials sought to reassure 
a shaken Jewish commu-
nity after Wednesday’s at-
tack in the eastern city of 
Halle. They invoked Ger-
many’s historical respon-
sibility from the Holocaust 
as they vowed better secu-
rity and urged the nation 
to stand behind its Jews.

The attacker, a German 
identified by prosecutors 
as Stephan B., tried but 
failed to force his way into 
the synagogue as up to 80 
people were inside. He then 
shot and killed a German 
woman, 40, in the street 
outside and a man, 20, at a 
nearby kebab shop.

He fled the city, wound-
ing another two people in 

a small town near Halle, 
where he abandoned his 
car and drove onward in 
a stolen taxi. He was ar-
rested about 1½ hours af-
ter the attack as he got out 
of the taxi, which had been 
in an accident.

“What we experienced 
yesterday was terror,” said 
Peter Frank, Germany’s 
chief federal prosecutor. 
“The suspect, Stephan B., 
aimed to carry out a mas-
sacre in the synagogue in 
Halle.”

Frank said the weapons 
were “apparently home-
made” and the explosives 
were in “numerous devices” 
found in the car.

Attack livestreamed
The suspect livestreamed 

the attack on a popular 
gaming site while ranting 
in English about Jews and 
denying the Holocaust, and 
posted a “manifesto” online 
before embarking on it.

He “wanted to create a 
worldwide effect” by emu-
lating attackers such as the 
man who killed 51 people in 
mosques in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, in March 

and by encouraging others 
to imitate his own actions in 
Halle, the prosecutor added.

Previously unknown to 
German authorities, he was 
being held on suspicion of 
two counts of murder, nine 
of attempted murder and 
other offenses, Frank said.

Frank said investigators 
“face a lot of questions,” 
among them how the sus-
pect became radicalized, 
how he acquired weapons 
and explosives or obtained 
materials to build them, 
and whether anyone else 
encouraged him or knew 
about his plan.

Prosecutors plan to sift 
through his communica-
tions and online activities.

The head of Halle’s Jew-
ish community, Max Privo-
rozki, was among those ob-
serving Yom Kippur inside 
the synagogue during the 
attack.

T h e  w o r s h ip p e r s 
watched on monitors 
linked to a surveillance 
camera as the man tried to 
break into the building and 
fired at the door, he said.

“We saw everything, also 
how he shot and how he 
killed someone,” Privorozki 
said, standing outside the 
damaged door. “I thought 
this door wouldn’t hold.”

SYNAGOGUE SHOOTING

Germany investigating 
how suspect got weapons

Editorial: Attack is 
a reminder of several 

worrisome trends. Page A11.

By Joshua Eaton
CQ-Roll Call

WA S H I N G T ON  — 
Dylann Roof got the pistol 
he used to kill nine people 
in 2015 at the Emanuel Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Charleston, S.C., 
without a completed back-
ground check because of 
gaps in FBI databases, le-
gal restrictions on how long 
the FBI can keep data on 
gun purchasers and other 
breakdowns in the system, 
according to an internal re-
port.

Roof, an avowed white 
supremacist with a history 
of drug use, obtained a.45-
caliber Glock pistol despite 
a drug arrest that should 
have blocked the purchase. 
The FBI began a review 
of how that happened not 
long after the shooting.

Recommendations in 
that 2015 report by the 
FBI’s Inspection Division 
included expanding what 
databases the bureau used 
for background checks, up-
dating how it requested re-
cords from local law en-
forcement agencies and 
revising strict internal pro-

tocols that the report said 
hamstrung the process.

The report also said that 
background checks are 
“complicated by statutory 
requirements” and recom-
mended at least three sep-
arate times that the bu-
reau “assess the possibility 
for legislative relief” to help 
fix the problems.

Many never done
Perhaps the most alarm-

ing revelation in the re-
port is that 172,879 back-
ground checks were never 
completed in 2014 because 
they took longer than 90 
days, a legal deadline after 
which the FBI has to stop 
researching and purge the 
background check from its 
systems.

That statistic suggests 
that the number of guns 
that wind up in the wrong 
hands each year because of 
delays in the background 
check system could be 
much higher than previ-
ously reported.

Because those uncom-
pleted background checks 
were purged, there’s no way 
to know how many hun-
dreds or thousands of cus-

tomers should have been 
prevented from purchas-
ing a weapon — or if a pur-
chase was made.

It’s not clear whether 
the number of purged 
background checks has 
improved since 2014. The 
FBI declined on Tuesday to 
comment on the report or 
to release more recent data. 

Roof had confessed to 
drug possession months be-
fore the Charleston shoot-
ing and should not have 
been able to legally pur-
chase a firearm under fed-
eral law. But the FBI didn’t 
complete his background 
check within three busi-
ness days. 

A provision in the 1994 
Brady Handgun Violence 
Prevention Act allowed the 
dealer to voluntarily pro-
ceed with the sale on the 
fourth day.

The FBI calls the three-
business-day window be-
fore a dealer can make a 
sale without a completed 
background check the 
“Brady Transaction Pe-
riod.” But since 2015, gun 
control advocates have 
dubbed it the “Charleston 
loophole.”

S. CAROLINA MASSACRE

Report: Murderer got gun  
via background check gaps

Push being made 
to expand benefits Average Person Also Lost 24 Pounds in 8Weeks

with No Change in Diet or Exercise

ThesestatementshavenotbeenevaluatedbytheFoodandDrugAdministration.Theseproductsarenot intendedtodiagnose, treat, cure,orprevent
anydisease.Resultsbaseduponaverages.Modelsareused inallphotos toprotectprivacy

Heart Breakthrough: U.S. doctors now recommending new
oral spray derived from weird seed –lowers blood pressure and
cholesterol safe and fast.

By Michael Plane
Health Sciences Press
A recent study pub-

lished in Functional
Foods in Health is taking
the heart health �ield

by storm. A weird seed

from the tiny nation of

West Cameroon could

be Mother Nature’s best

solution ever for people

who want to naturally

lower their blood pres-

sure, cholesterol level

or body weight.

Dr. Eric N. Wood, N.D. a

frequent guest on ABC,

CBS, NBC, FOX NEWS

and PBS says, “This de-

licious seed has been

eaten by tribes since

the 14th Century. They

call it “the sweet healer”.

The Western world �irst

discovered and began

using it in 1816. Only

recently have studies

been done on it because

ofmodern nutrient anal-

ysis.”

Scientists in Asia con-

ducted a clinical trial on

297 people. They gave

half the people this seed

extract and half the peo-

ple a placebo twice dai-

ly before meals. Both

groups were instructed

NOT to change their

diet or exercise. The re-

sults shocked even the

researchers:”

Total cholesterol de-
creased by 44%. LDL

cholesterol was reduced

49% and triglycerides

were reduced 69.5%.

The “good” type of cho-

lesterol, HDL, increased

an average of 55.5% af-

ter 8 weeks.

Blood pressure, both
systolic and diastolic,

which were elevated

at the beginning of the

study, were reduced

to near normal level of

120/82.

Fasting blood sug-
ar levels decreased by
27.7%while insulin lev-

els dropped 10.4% after

8weeks compared to the

placebo group.

Weight loss: The av-

erage person lost 12.2

pounds after 4 weeks

and 24.5 pounds at the

end of the 8-week study.

The people also saw a

signi�icant reduction in

body fat at 4 and8weeks

(5.6%, 11.3%), waist

size (2.5”, 4.2”), and hip

size (1.75”, 3.5”). Many

people commented they

noticed a large reduction

in fat in their abdomen

(stomach) area. That’s

equal to 3 pants sizes for

men … and 4 dress sizes

for women lost.

“When I saw these

study results from a

natural product, I im-

mediately recommend-

ed it to my patients.

And every single one of

my patients has gotten

excellent blood test re-

sults from this with no

side effects. It is very

effective for blood pres-

sure, cholesterol, blood

sugar, and weight loss,”

reports Dr. Wood, who

has been interviewed on

ABC, FOX, NBC, CBS and

PBS and is the author of

three books. The seed

extract is now available

to the public in the form

of an oral spray under

the name CELLTRIM

Spray.

HOW ITWORKS

You press down the

button to spray the mist

into your mouth before

each meal. It has a light

pleasant mint taste.

That’s all you have to do.

The main nutrient in

CELLTRIM Spray has

U.S. Patent #8,361,523.

It contains polyphenols

that help enhance insu-

lin sensitivity. This al-

lows more blood sugar

to be used for energy

and less converted to fat.

This completely reverses

themetabolic syndrome

cycle now occurring.

The result is your blood

sugar, cholesterol levels,

blood pressure and body

weight drop almost im-

mediately.

CELLTRIM spray uses

the breakthrough Nu-

traMist Delivery System.

The spray is INSTANTLY

ABSORBED into your

body. The tiny mole-

cules bypass the diges-

tive tract and enter your

bloodstream… compare

this to a supplement pill,

wheremuch of an ingre-

dient is NOT absorbed

due to the digestive pro-

cess.

DOCTOR
RECOMMENDED
“CELLTRIM Spray is the

right choice for individ-

uals who want to lower

their blood pressure or

cholesterol levels orwho

are overweight. The test

results show this supple-

ment works, as do the

results of my patients

andmy ownpersonal ex-

perience of using it”, said

Dr. Holly Marcelle, who

has appeared on award

winning TV shows like

The Doctors, and PBS’

Healing Quest.

“This spray works

quite different than oth-

er products, so people

who have tried other

products before can �i-

nally �ind success with

this. One couple who

had tried everything

before without success

each lowered their blood

pressure and cholester-

ol substantially and lost

over 45 pounds and have

kept it off” remarked Dr.

Wood.

It is NOT sold in stores

or online. The main

nutrient in CELLTRIM

Spray is Dyglomera™. It

is all-natural.

There are no stimulants

or dangerous chemicals.

No side effects or inter-

actions with medica-

tions have been report-

ed.

BLOOD PRESSURE
AND CHOLESTEROL

RESULTS
GUARANTEED

CELLTRIM Spray is

GUARANTEED to work

great for you – or you

PAYNOTHINGwith a 90-

day unconditional mon-

ey-back guarantee. It is

NOT sold in stores or on-

line. No prescription or

doctor visit is required.

This is the of�icial re-

lease announcement

of CELLTRIM Spray. A

Regional Order Hotline

has been set up for lo-

cal readers to call. This

gives everyone an equal

chance to try CELLTRIM

Spray.

Starting at 7:00 am to-

day, the order hotline

will be open for only

48-hours for this special

offer.

All you have to do is

CALL NOW TOLL-FREE

1-888-309-1934 and

provide the operator

with the special discount

approval code: CELL143.

Important: Due to

CELLTRIM Spray’s re-

cent media exposure

on ABC, CBS, and FOX

NEWS, phone lines are

often busy. If you call

and do not get through

immediately, please be

patient and call back.

Those who miss the 48-

hour special discount

offer must pay more for

CELLTRIM Spray.

Weird SeedShocks
Doctors byLoweringBlood
Pressure andCholesterol
Levels 44%inStudy

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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By Rita Giordano

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Pennsylvania has the na-
tion’s ninth-highest child-
hood obesity rate for young-
sters ages 10 to 17, accord-
ing to a new countrywide 
report.

New Jersey comes in at 
22nd highest for children in 
that age group, according to 
the study released Thursday 
by the Robert Wood John-
son Foundation.

The good news in the re-
port is that both regionally 
and nationally, obesity rates 
for these adolescents have 
held steady in recent years 
after decades of increases.

However, “childhood obe-
sity rates remain stubbornly 
and historically high, put-
ting millions of young peo-
ple at greater risk for seri-
ous health conditions,” ac-
cording to the study. Those 
health problems include 
high blood pressure, type 
2 diabetes, heart disease, 
asthma and certain types 
of cancer.

What’s more, the impact 
falls disproportionately on 
children of color and those 
living in poverty. The obe-
sity rates for black children 
and Hispanic children age 
10 to 17 were 22.2% and 
19%, respectively. For white 
youngsters of the same age, 
it was 11.8%. The rate was 
7.3% for Asian youth.

In households living be-
low the federal poverty 
level, the childhood obesity 
rate was nearly 22%; fam-
ilies with incomes at least 

400% of the poverty level 
have a rate of 9.4%.

The national obesity rate 
for children 10 to 17 is 15.3%, 
or about 4.8 million young 
people, according to the re-
port, which is based on data 
from the 2017 and 2018 Na-
tional Survey of Children’s 
Health, as well as analysis 
by the Health Resources 
and Services Administra-
tion’s Maternal and Child 
Health Bureau.

Pennsylvania’s rate is 
17.4%, or about 185,400 
children. In New Jersey, 
the rate is 15%, represent-
ing 124,700 youngsters.

Childhood obesity is de-
fined by the report as a body 
mass index at or above the 
95th percentile for young-
sters of the same age and 
gender — which means 
their BMI is higher than 
that of 95% of their peers. 
BMI is calculated by divid-
ing a person’s weight in ki-
lograms by height in square 
meters. 

Overweight is defined as 
being at or above the 85th 
percentile but below the 
95th percentile for young-
sters of the same age and 
gender.

For example, a 10-year-
old boy who is 56 inches 
tall and weighs 102 pounds 
would have a BMI of 22.9, 
placing him in the 95th per-
centile, the obesity range, 
according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

“These new data show 
that this challenge touches 
the lives of far too many 

children in this country, 
and that black and Hispanic 
youth are still at greater 
risk than their white and 
Asian peers,” said foun-
dation president and CEO 
Richard Besser.

Mississippi had the high-
est overall youth obesity 
rate at 25.4%. The lowest 
was Utah with 8.7%.

The foundation’s report 
also contains recommenda-
tions on ways to address the 
continuing childhood obe-
sity problem.

Among the report’s sug-
gestions are for the U.S De-
partment of Agriculture to 
rescind proposed changes 
to the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program — 
also referred to as the food 
stamp program — which 
the authors say would cause 
millions of people to lose 
benefits. 

SNAP is the nation’s larg-
est nutrition assistance pro-
gram, helping to feed about 
36 million people a month, 
about half of whom are chil-
dren.

Higher obesity rates 
for poor families often re-
flect lack of access to nu-
tritious foods or inability 
to afford fresh fruits and 
vegetables.

Other recommendations 
include making sure that 
any changes to the SNAP 
for Women, Infants and 
Children are science-based. 

The CDC should also 
have enough resources to 
provide grants in all 50 
states to implement anti-
obesity campaigns.

CHILDHOOD OBESITY

Pa. rate is 9th highest 
in nation, study finds

By Binghui Huang

The Morning Call

Pennsylvania is on pace 
to have another year of his-
torically high congenital 
syphilis cases, prompting 
the state Health Depart-
ment to send a statewide 
alert to health providers 
Wednesday.

Last year, seven babies 
were born with syphilis in 
the state, the highest num-
ber of cases in more than 24 
years. And in the first nine 
months of 2019, there have 
been five cases, which fol-
lows a national trend. The 
data do not include cases in 
Philadelphia.

The alert recommended 
health workers offer syphi-
lis tests to pregnant women 
at the first prenatal visit, at 

the third trimester and at 
delivery. 

The department is also 
recommending that sexu-
ally active women of child-
bearing age routinely take 
a test for sexually transmit-
ted diseases.

Syphilis cases in general 
have shot up in Allentown, 
Bethlehem and across the 
state, where cases quadru-
pled from 2003 to 2017 to 
nearly 800 cases.

Women with untreated 
syphilis risk giving birth to 
stillborns, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Babies with 
congenital syphilis may suf-
fer from bone damage, se-
vere anemia, enlarged liver 
and spleen, jaundice, nerve 
problems causing blindness 
or deafness, meningitis or 

skin rashes.
Across the country, con-

genital syphilis is rising. In 
2015, there were 492 cases. 
By 2017, there were 918 
cases.

Syphilis is transmitted 
through direct contact with 
an infected sore during sex. 
If left untreated, the sores 
will advance to rashes, 
swollen lymph nodes and 
fevers. The most serious 
symptoms include organ 
damage, paralysis, demen-
tia and death. Syphilis can 
be treated with penicillin.

Health officials attri-
bute the rise in syphilis 
and other STDs to declin-
ing awareness and con-
cern, especially as medical 
advancements have made 
once deadly diseases such 
as HIV treatable.

HEALTH

Increase in babies born 
with syphilis prompts alert

From wire reports

HARRISBURG — Penn-
sylvania regulators have 
big change planned for the 
state’s Medicaid program, 
which provides health and 
other benefits for 2.8 mil-
lion people.

Starting Jan. 1, the De-
partment of Human Ser-
vices will require the eight 
companies that manage 

pharmacy benefits under 
Medicaid in the state to 
use the same preferred pre-
scription drug list, instead 
of eight individual lists.

The department esti-
mated that the change in 
Medical Assistance (Penn-
sylvania’s name for Medic-
aid, which is a joint state 
and federal program) will 
save the state $85 million 
a year — with much of the 
money coming out of the 
pockets of the managed-
care companies, provide 
more consistency for bene-
ficiaries and ease the bur-
den on doctors.

The eight companies — 
loosely organized as the 
Pennsylvania Coalition of 
Medical Assistance MCOs 
— had already released 
their own analysis in May 
with a diametrically dif-
ferent conclusion: The pro-
posed change to the state-
wide drug list would cost 
the state $81 million more 
in the first year and make 
life harder for doctors.

Pennsylvania’s Medicaid 
prescription-drug spend-
ing totaled $1.5 billion in 
the year ended Sept. 30, 

2017, that MCOs’ report 
said. That figure is after re-
bates and does not include 
the federal share.

HARRISBURG

Navy to build ship 
named for capital

Trump administration 
officials say the U.S. Navy 
will name a ship that has 
yet to be built after the city 
of Harrisburg.

The naming of the fu-
ture USS Harrisburg was 
announced Thursday in 
the Capitol Rotunda, at an 
event that included federal, 
state and local officials.

The $800 million am-
phibious landing platform 
dock will be built in Mis-
sissippi and is expected to 
be ready for service in about 
two years.

Officials say the 684-foot 
USS Harrisburg will be 
used for amphibious and 
special operations efforts, 
as well as humanitarian 
missions.

A previous USS Har-
risburg served as a troop 
transport during World 
War I.

Pennsylvania Digest

State says changes to Medicaid 
to yield $85 million in savings 

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FDA. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED
TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE, OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. RESULTS MAY VARY. DIABASENS IS NOT A DRUG.

By Dr. Henry Esber, Ph.D.

BOSTON − An exciting
clinical use survey study
shows that a new cream
can relieve leg and foot
discomfort in just 15
minutes of applying.

And according to the
study participants, burning,
tingling, and numbness
were the most common
symptoms to be relieved.

The cream, called
Diabasens, recently
developed by scientists in
San Diego and became an
instant hit among those
suffering with neuropathy.

The first phenomenon
is known as vasodilation
which triggers arteries
to expand, improving
circulation in the
extremities.

The second is called
TRPA1 activation and this
is what really has people
excited.

Research Shows
Correlation Between
Nerve Damage and

Sensation

Published research
shows that neuropathy
symptoms arise when the
nerves in your legs and feet
break down and blood flow
is lost to the areas which
surround them.

As the nerves begin to
die, sensation is lost. This
lack of sensation is a major
cause of burning, tingling,
and numbness.

Remarkably, Diabasens
contains one of the few
known substances to
activate TRPA1, a special
sensory pathway right
below the skins surface
which controls the
sensitivity of nerves. It’s
these nerves that allow you
to feel hot, cold, and touch.

And although this
pathway has been known
about for years, neither a
drug or a pill has been able
to target it successfully.
That’s why Diabasens is so
impressive.

“It all comes down to
sensation. When sensation
is lost the foot feels
constantly asleep. It may
also burn and tingle. When
sensation is increased, these
nagging symptoms often go
away”, explains Dr. Henry
Esber, one of the scientists
behind Diabasens.

“That’s why Diabasens
performed so well in our
clinical use survey study.
It increases sensation and
blood flow wherever it’s
applied. It’s impressive to
say the least”

A Brilliant Technology
Most Failed to

Consider

Until now, many pharma
companies have failed to
develop a means of TRPA1
activation to manage
neuropathy. Diabasens is
one of the first to take full
advantage of this amazing
discovery.

“Today’s treatment
methods have focused on
minimizing discomfort
instead of attacking its
underlining cause. That’s
why millions of adults
are still in excruciating
discomfort every single
day and are always battling
effects” explains Esber

“Diabasens is different.
Since the most commonly
reported symptoms...
burning, tingling and numb
legs and feet...are caused
by lack of sensation of the
nerves, we’ve designed
the formula increase their
sensitivity.

And since these nerves
are located right below
the skin, we’ve chosen to
formulate it as a cream.This
allows for the ingredients
to get to the site faster and
without any serious side
effects” he adds.

Study Finds
Restoring Sensation
the Key To Effective,
Long Lasting Relief

With the conclusion of
the human clinical use
survey trial, the makers of
Diabasens are offering it
nationwide. And regardless
of the market, its sales are
exploding.

Men and women from
all over the country are
eager to get their hands
on the new cream and
according to the results
study participants reported,
they should be.

In the trial above,
participants taking
Diabasens as needed
experienced relief in just
15 minutes after applying!
Burning, tingling and
numbness were the most
commonly reported
symptoms to improve.

Even more impressive,
when asked if this was
the best product they used
for their legs and feet,
90% gave a resounding
“Yes” with all participants
concluding they would
absolutely recommend it to
someone else.

Targets Nerves
Right Below

the Skins Surface

Diabasens is a topical
cream that is to be applied
directly the legs and feet.
It does not require a
prescription.

The active ingredient
is a compound known as
cinnamaldehyde.

Studies show that
neuropathy and discomfort
caused when peripheral
nerves breakdown and
blood is unable to circulate
into your legs and feet.

As these nerves
deteriorate, sensation is
lost.

This is why you may not
feel hot or cold and your
legs and feet may burn,
tingle and go numb.

Worse, without proper
blood flow, tissues and cells
in these areas begin to die,
causing pain that seems to
never go away.

The cinnamaldehyde in
Diabasens is one of the very
few compounds in that can
activate TRPA1, a special
sensory pathway that runs
through your entire body.

According to published
research, activating this
pathway increases the
sensitivity of nerves,
relieving feelings of tingling
and numbness in your legs
and feet.

Supporting ingredients
boost blood flow, support
cellular health and
stimulate the nerves for
increased sensation.

Amazing Relief
Exactly Where You

Need It

Withdailyuse,Diabasens
users report remarkable
improvements in their
quality of life without of
the serious side effects or
interactions associated with
prescription drugs.

Readers can now enjoy
an entirely new level of
comfort that’s both safe
and affordable.

Users have found is
also extremely effective,
especially if nothing else
has worked with 90%
ravings it’s the best leg and
foot product they’ve ever
tried.

How to Claim a
Risk Free Supply
of Diabasens

This is the official
release of Diabasens.
As such, the company
is offering a special
discounted supply to any
reader who calls within
the next 48 hours.

A special hotline number
and discounted pricing
has been created for all
Pennsylvania residents.
Discounts will be available
starting today at 6:00AM
and will automatically be
applied to all callers.

Your Toll-Free Hotline
number is 1-800-997-1433
and will only be open for
the next 48 hours. Only a
limited discounted supply
of Diabasens is currently
available in your region.

Consumers who miss
out on our current product
inventory will have to
wait until more becomes
available and that could
take weeks. The company
advises not to wait. Call
1-800-997-1433 today.

A NEWWEAPON FOR FIGHTING NEUROPATHY
DISCOMFORT: Diabasens increases sensation and blood
flow wherever its applied. It’s now being used to relieve
burning, tingling, numbness among other discomforts.

A breakthrough
in neuropathy

management and
supportive care,

Diabasens is shown
to provide relief from:

• Discomfort

• Numbness

• Tingling

• Swelling

• Balance

It’s patent pending
formula works within
minutes of contacting
the skin, initiating two
phenomena’s in the body.

The New $1 Cream for
All Your Neuropathy

Discomfort
A cream, not a pill, may be the most effective solution
yet for neuropathy sufferers; increases sensation in the
legs and feet, relieving burning, tingling, and numbness
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By Karen Shuey

Reading Eagle

After more than two years of 
tense negotiations, Berks County 
commissioners and representa-
tives from the two unions repre-
senting workers at Berks Heim 
signed a new collective bar-
gaining agreement that will en-
sure the county-owned nursing 
home remains in county hands 
through 2025.

“This is a good day for every-

one — the county, the workers, 
the community, and most im-
portantly, the residents at the 
nursing home,” said Maryellen 
Nussbeutel, a licensed practi-
cal nurse and union president 
at the Heim.

When it was revealed that the 
nursing home was facing a pro-
jected $18 million deficit over 
the next 10 years, county offi-
cials turned to the employees for 
help. The two unions were asked 
to make concessions in their up-

coming contracts.
Both unions — Service Em-

ployees International Union and 
United Food and Commercial 
Workers — voted to approve new 
five-year contracts that include 
some concessions. The pacts, 
which take effect in 2020, con-
tain a provision promising the 
Heim will not be sold during the 
life of those contracts.

And on Thursday at their 
weekly board meeting, the com-
missioners sat down with union 

representatives to approve and 
sign the new agreements.

Berks Chief Financial Offi-
cer Robert J. Patrizio said the 
unions’ concessions will result 
in an annual cumulative savings 
of nearly $2 million. He said that 
while the contracts include wage 
increases, the savings are the re-
sult of eliminating extra pay for 
weekend shifts and altering the 
paid-time-off policies.

SEIU Healthcare PA Pres-

BERKS HEIM

New agreement hailed
Officials praise union for making concessions to keep facility in county hands through 2025

By Ron Devlin

Reading Eagle

President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt’s  plea to women to serve 
in World War II,  “Be a Marine. 
Free a Marine to Fight,” spoke 
directly to Pauline and Kathryn 
Klinger of Snyder County.

The Klinger girls, who were 
20 years old at the time, ven-
tured from the solitude of their 
rural Pennsylvania home to 
serve in the Marine Corps Wom-
en’s Reserve when the world was 
at war in 1942.

Both served in clerical posi-
tions at Camp Lejeune, the Ma-
rine Corps base in North Caro-
lina, throughout World War II.

Seventy-seven years after she 
enlisted, Pauline Klinger Rohr-
bach was heralded as a trail-
blazer for women in the military 
on Wednesday, her 97th birth-
day, at party in Chestnut Knoll 
senior living center, Boyertown, 
where she resides.

Her twin sister, Kathryn, who 
lives in Latrobe, Westmoreland 
County, was unable to attend.

“Thank you for paving the 
way for me,” said Pam Kubczak 
of Pottstown, representing the 
Women Marines Association. “If 
it wasn’t for you, we wouldn’t be 
here.”

Kubczak, who served in the 
Marine Corps from 1977 to 1980, 
reminded Pauline women cur-
rently serve as commanders, 
fighter pilots and every other ca-
pacity, just as men do. Women 
account for about 14% of the Ma-
rine Corps component, she said.

Commander of a Women Ma-
rines Association chapter, Kub-
czak presented Pauline with a 
Marine Corps afghan embla-

zoned with slogans “Once A 
Marine, Always A Marine” and 
“Semper Fi,” the Marine Corps 
motto, which translates to “Al-
ways Faithful.”

Pauline, known fondly as 
Polly, was visibly touched by 
the kindness shown her by Ma-
rine Corps comrades and 50 or 
so residents of Chestnut Knoll 
who sang “Happy Birthday.”

Her children, Linda Aus-
terberry of Douglass Town-
ship, Montgomery County, and 
Thomas Rohrbach of Exeter 
Township, expressed pride in 
their mother’s service in World 
War II.

“It was very adventuresome 

on the part of my mother and 
aunt to leave their home and 
serve their country,” said Aus-
terberry, 70, a retired Boyertown 
High School art teacher.

Rohrbach, 68, a retired Ex-
eter Junior High School history 
teacher, said patriotism was 
at the root of his mother’s and 
aunt’s service.

“They had the feeling that 
they had to do something for 
their country in a time of war,” 
he said.

Polly said she and her sister 
chose the Marine Corps because 
their brother, Marlin Klinger, 
was already serving in the corps.

Polly said she understood the 

seriousness of World War II, 
but she was confident the U.S. 
and its allies would prevail. In 
the faces of the young Marines 
training at Camp Lejeune, she 
saw a dedication and love of 
country that would sustain 
them in battle.

After the war, Polly enrolled 
in Kutztown State Teachers Col-
lege to study elementary educa-
tion. After two years, she left to 
marry Daniel Rohrbach, who 
would go on to become Boyer-
town High School principal and 
Berks County superintendent of 
schools.

Patrick McKernan, 72, who 

HISTORY

Woman who served  
in WWII heralded

LAUREN A. LITTLE — READING EAGLE

Patrick McKernan of the Marine Corps League presents flowers to Pauline Klinger Rohrbach at her 97th birthday Wednesday at Chestnut 
Knoll, Boyertown. She was honored for her military service during World War II.

We live in a “hot take” soci-
ety.

No matter what the topic, 
people love loudly sharing their 

thoughts about 
it. It doesn’t mat-
ter whether or not 
their opinions are 
educated, whether 
their arguments 
are well thought 
out.

Particularly 
when it comes to 
the internet, our 

culture has become one of snap 
decisions, dug-in perspectives 
and yelling. Lots and lots of yell-
ing.

Earlier this week, I was chat-
ting with fellow reporter Mike 
Urban. He had written a story 
about a guy who was sentenced 
to life in prison without parole 
at age 16 on a second-degree 
murder charge.

As a result of a federal court 
decision that declared it uncon-
stitutional to sentence juveniles 
to life in prison, the man was re-
sentenced Tuesday.

He had already served 17 
years. His new sentence calls for 
10 more years.

The headline to the story that 
Mike wrote read, “Reading man 
sent to prison for life for mur-
der as a juvenile gets new prison 
sentence.”

That’s all many people needed 
to read to flip their “hot take” 
switch. Here are some of those 
takes, provided in comments to 
a Reading Eagle Facebook post 
linking to the article.

“It’s nice that a person who 
killed another person on pur-
pose can be set free but the vic-
tims family has to deal with 
never seeing them again!!!”

“TRASH should die in prison. 
The TRASH took a life.”

“Do you think it’s ok for the 
murder (sic) to get out because 
he was 15. The person who was 
killed didn’t know his killer was 
15 an (sic) he never gets to say 
hello or good bye to his family 
because someone thought some 
money was more important then  
(sic) a human life!”

Here’s the thing. The man 
in question, Edward C. Goudy, 
didn’t actually kill anyone.

As the story, written by Mike 
and Karen Shuey, makes per-
fectly clear, Goudy served as a 
lookout during a robbery where 
two other men killed conve-
nience store owner Raafat 
Abouomar. 

He refused to testify against 
the others, which contributed to 
his life sentence.

Now, maybe you think that 
serving as a lookout during 
the commission of a crime that 
turned into a murder deserves a 
life sentence. Arguments can be 
made Goudy knew the risk as-
sociated with taking part in the 
robbery.

But the comments I quoted 
above aren’t about that. They’re 
comments made by people who 
clearly didn’t read the story but 
wanted to make their opinions 
heard anyway.

In fairness, there were also 
several comments from peo-
ple who pointed that out. Peo-
ple who actually did read the 
story and urged others to get 
all the information before com-
menting.

It would be one thing if this 
was a unique occurrence. But 
it’s not. 

Far from it, in fact.
And it’s not just people com-

menting on the Reading Eagle 
Facebook page. The same phe-
nomenon can be seen in com-
ment sections all around the in-
ternet.

Listen, I’m not against peo-
ple voicing their opinions. The 
internet has given us all an un-
fettered ability to do that, and 
overall it’s a good thing.

But please, before you post, 
take a moment or two to make 
sure you know what you’re talk-
ing about.

Contact David Mekeel: 610-371-
5014 or dmekeel@readingeagle.
com.

COLUMN

Please read 
before you 
post that 
comment

Dave  
Mekeel

Columnist

Polly Klinger Rohrbach, 
97, is honored at her 
birthday party

SUBMITTED

Pauline Klinger Rohrbach, left, and her twin sister, Kathryn, in a publicity photo the Marine Corps used 
to recruit young women during World War II.
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Reading Eagle

The second author in the 
Literatour Berks series — 
Angela Himsel, author of 
“A River Could be a Tree” — 
will speak Wednesday at 7 
p.m. at the Jewish Cultural 
Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd., 
Suite 125, Wyomissing,

Literatour Berks – a com-
munitywide yearlong cele-
bration with 16 events fea-
turing authors, celebrities, 
and cultural influencers in 
Berks County – is a partner-
ship of Jewish Federation of 
Reading/Berks and the Ex-
eter and Sinking Spring 
public libraries.

Himsel’s writing has ap-
peared in The New York 
Times, The Jewish Week, 
Forward, Lilith and else-
where. Her column “Angete-
vka” on Zeek.net American 
won two American Jewish 
Press Association Awards. 
Angela holds a BA from In-
diana University, which in-
cluded two years at The He-
brew University in Jerusa-
lem, and an MFA from The 
City College of New York.

The event is free but res-
ervations are required. 
RSVP at www.readingjew-
ishcommunity.org/home/
literatour or 610-406-9431.

• • •
Are you a caregiver of a 

loved one living with mid-
dle-stage Alzheimer’s dis-
ease?

Manor at Market Square 
is hosting a free seminar 
Oct. 22 at 6:30 p.m. to pro-
vide you with information 
about the disease and the 
support you might need.

Moderate or middle-
stage Alzheimer’s disease is 
typically the longest stage 
and can last for many years.

As the disease progresses, 
your loved one will require 
a greater level of care. Guest 
speaker Kellie Butsack, the 
associate director programs 
for the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation’s Delaware Chap-
ter, will share information 
about what to expect, your 
role as caregiver and mid-
dle-stage concerns.

This seminar is free and 
open to the public; how-
ever, seating is limited. RS-

VPs appreciated; please call 
Jill at 610-373-0800.

• • •
Green Hills Manor at 

The Heritage, the personal 
and memory care commu-
nity on the campus of The 
Heritage of Green Hills, 
will host monthly support 
groups for caregivers of in-
dividuals suffering from de-
mentia, as well as other de-
bilitating diseases.

The groups are held on 
the third Wednesday of 
each month.

The support groups will 
be conducted by trained Al-
zheimer’s Association facil-
itators and held at Green 
Hills Manor, 10 Tranquility 
Lane at The Heritage, which 
is opposite the Flying Hills 
community along Route 10.

For more information, 
contact Melissa Oley at 484-
755-3228 or moley@heri-
tagegh.com. 

• • •
“Poe’s Unhappy Hour” is 

Oct. 20 at 4 p.m. at the barn 
at Gring’s Mill Recreation 
Area in Spring Township.

It’s a storytelling time 
with mulled apple cider, 
cookies and snacks in the 
upper level of the barn by 
the fireplace.

It’s family friendly but 
mainly for age 10 and older.

For more information, 
contact Berks County Parks 
and Recreation at 610-
374-2944, www.countyof-
berks.com/parks or find the 
agency on other social me-
dia platforms.

• • •
Festivities begin at 10 

a.m. on Oct. 29 to celebrate 
the 60th anniversary of 
the Rentschler Arboretum 
along Arboretum Road in 
Bernville.

Learn how it all began and 
how the Appalachian Trail 
became a part of Blue Moun-
tain Eagle Climbing Club. 
The birthday cake comes out 
at noon with musical enter-
tainment until 2 p.m.

Please submit your 
Bulletin Board items 
of community interest 
by email to news@
readingeagle.com or by 
fax to 610-371-5098.

BULLETIN BOARD

Author scheduled  
for Literatour Berks

Daily thought
“After he (Paul) said this, 
he took some bread and 
gave thanks to God in front 
of them all. Then he broke 
it and began to eat.” — 
Acts 27:35

I like the way the New 
International Version Bible 
words this verse: “in front 
of them all.” Paul didn’t 
pretend to be looking at his 
food and silently praying. 
He took some bread, held it 
up and thanked God aloud 
in front of everyone before 
he broke it apart and ate. 
This is a form of witness-
ing that speaks volumes to 
others. I remember sitting 
in a restaurant one day 
when a family at the next 
table also bowed their head 
and prayed before they 
ate. In a sense, it’s a way 
of identifying with other 
Christians in public, but 
also a witness to a watch-
ing world that God is the 
giver of everything and we 
need to thank him for our 
food as well as everything 
else he gives and does for 
us. — Martha Holubec, fa-
cilitator of Chosen Moms, 
a Christian support group 
for moms of special needs 
children 

Births
IN READING HOSPITAL:
A daughter to Bryan and 
Alicia L. (Fiscus) Bordner, 
South Heidelberg Town-
ship.

A son to John and Kelsey 
(Johnson) Janda, Exeter 
Township.

A son to Michael and 
Ashley (Becker) Wertz, 
Muhlenberg Township.

IN WELLSPAN  
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
A daughter to Allen R. 
and AnnaMae (Kauffman) 
Stoltzfus, New Holland.

Marriage licenses
Zachary K. Kline, 29, and 
Danielle M. Hastings, 27, 
both of Westfield, Mass.

Eric T. Martin, 27, and 
Chelsea M. Myers, 27, both 
of Long Beach, Calif.

Shawn A. Johnson Jr., 23, 
and Britney A. Styers, 27,  
both of 850 Carsonia Ave., 
Alsace Township.

Bruce A. Himmelberger, 73, 
and Alice M. Pepper, 67, 
both of 1575 Pine Grove 
Road, Bethel Township.

Erin J. Oreilly, 35, and Jus-
tine M. Check, 29, both of 
109 Hollywood Ave., Mount 
Penn.

Michael D. Kern, 25, and 
Nicole C. Rhoads, 28, 
both of 1721 Ramich Road, 
Muhlenberg Township.

Nicholas C. Bampton, 34, 
Katelynn M. Epting, 27, 
both of 229 E. Arch St., 
Fleetwood.

Phillip A. Hinks, 31, and 
Kelly M. Putt, 30, both 
of 621 N. 25th St., Lower 
Alsace Township.

David S. Zellner, 49, and 
Michelle D. Jackson, 52, 
both of 404 N. Temple 
Blvd., Muhlenberg Town-
ship.

Richard D. Geary, 61, and 
Beth A. Spangler, 50, both 
of 1017 Barberry Ave., 
Muhlenberg Township.

Matthew I. Waters, 28, 
and Kearra B. Hampton, 
27, both of 132 Hook St., 
Birdsboro.

 Jeremy C. Martin, 25, and 
Catherine E. Sabanos, 25, 
both of 2009 Quail Hollow 
Drive, Exeter Township.

Daily docket

served with the Marine 
Corps in Vietnam, pre-
sented Polly with a framed 
print of the Marine Corps’ 
Eagle, Globe and Anchor 
emblem on behalf of a Ma-
rine Corps League chapter 
in Chester County. Retired 
Sgt. Maj. Calvin Books, 85, 
who served in the corps 
from 1953 to 1990, gave 
Polly a flower arrangement 
with an American flag.

“Happy birthday, kiddo,” 
he said, planting a kiss on 
her cheek.

Bruce Updegrove, a Boy-
ertown High School his-
tory teacher and military 
historian, was instrumen-
tal in arranging the party 
in Polly’s honor. Shawn 
Barndt, executive direc-
tor, said Chestnut Knoll 

was proud to participate 
in the celebration of Pol-
ly’s connection to history. 

Polly’s uniform, com-
plete with a “P. Klinger” 
inscription inside her 
hat, was on display in the 
Chestnut Knoll dining 
room. An image in a scrap-
book kept by Polly showed 
the Klinger sisters prone-
position on a rifle range, 
a publicity photo the Ma-
rine Corps used to recruit 
young women.

Her stint in the Marine 
Corps, Austerberry said, 
left an indelible mark on 
her mother.

“You can tell she was 
in the Marines by looking 
into her closet,” Auster-
berry said, “everything’s 
in perfect order.”

Contact Ron Devlin: 610-
371-5030 or rdevlin@
readingeagle.com.

Veteran
FROM PAGE 5

ident Matt Yarnell and 
UFCW Legislative Direc-
tor Chris Naylor said they 
were proud to work with 
the commissioners to find 
a solution.

“It took a lot of work 
to get to this resolution,” 
Naylor said. “We espe-
cially want to thank the 
Berks County community 
for being so supportive of 
this nursing home. I think 
this contract reflects that.”

The board  praised the 
unions for their part in the 
negotiations as well as sev-
eral county employees and 
members of the public in 
helping to close the book 
on the issue.

Commissioners Chair-
man Christian Y. Lein-
bach said the experience 
has taught him that amaz-
ing results can be accom-
plished when people come 
together to achieve a com-
mon goal that is good, 
valuable and important to 
a community.

Commissioner Kevin 
S. Barnhardt added that 
the outcome of that work 
is positive news for those 
who reside at Berks Heim 
now and all who will come 
after them.

“My hat’s off to SEIU and 
UFCW for sticking it out 
with us,” he said. “You guys 
are the heart and soul of 
that nursing home. There’s 
just an amazing opportu-
nity here for us to continue 
the care that you provide 
to those who deserve that 
kind of treatment.”

Commissioner Mark C. 
Scott — who acknowledged 
he has had a mostly conten-
tious relationship with or-
ganized labor during his 
nearly 24 years serving on 
the board — commended 
the members and their 
leadership for delivering a 
positive outcome.

“I respect very much 
the sacrifices that have 
been made by the union,” 
he said. “I think it was in 
their own interest to make 
those sacrifices, but that 
doesn’t make it any eas-
ier given the magnitude of 
what they gave up. I think 
it speaks well to the ability 
of people to reach a com-
promise in the spirit of 
what is best for both sides 

as well as the community.”

Looking ahead
But those at the meeting 

stressed the focus should 
now be on efforts to im-
prove the long-term finan-
cial health of the Heim. 
And since the factors driv-
ing the potential sale were 
largely outside county con-
trol, they will need to seek 
help from Harrisburg.

Flat Medicaid reim-
bursement rates, explod-
ing health care costs and 
a shift in state policy to-
ward encouraging long-
term managed care over 
residential care all have an 
effect on the bottom line 
of the county-owned facil-
ity. Those factors are push-
ing expenses skyward and 
making it more difficult for 
governments to stay in the 
nursing home business.

There was a time not 
so long ago when county-
owned nursing homes 
were the norm in Pennsyl-
vania, with governments 
providing affordable care 
and housing to residents 
in their golden years. That 
safety net now appears to 
be on borrowed time, with 
only 17 of Pennsylvania’s 
67 counties still operating 
nursing homes.

To at least slow that 
trend, commissioners and 
union officials are reach-
ing out to state lawmakers 
for their help in developing 
a strategy that they hope 
will have a lasting impact 
on their bottom lines.

“We must not let our 
eye off the ball,” Leinbach 
warned. “Over the next five 
years, we will once again 
find ourselves going into 
the red. So I’m offering 
the challenge to all of us 
… to actively work toward 
a long-term financial solu-
tion.”

Naylor and Yarnell said 
they accept that challenge.

“We understand that 
we must continue to work 
hard knowing that it will 
be a challenge given what 
is happening in the nurs-
ing home industry,” Yar-
nell said. “We are ready 
to figure out how we stay 
in this conversation and 
make sure Berks Heim 
will continue to be the best 
home for this community.”

Contact Karen Shuey: 
610-371-5081 or kshuey@
readingeagle.com.

Heim
FROM PAGE 5

By Steven Henshaw
Reading Eagle

A two-alarm blaze that 
damaged four row homes, 
displacing 22 residents, 
caused so much damage 
that it’s impossible for fire 
investigators to determine 
the cause, Reading Fire 
Marshal Jeremy Searfoss 
said Thursday.

The cause of the fire will 
be listed as undetermined, 
he said.

The initial alarm came 
in at 4:15 p.m. Wednesday 
in the 100 block of West 
Greenwich Street.

The fire started on  the 
balcony of the home at 118 W. 
Greenwich and easily spread 

by way of the balconies of the 
adjoining units: 120, 122, 124 
and 116, Searfoss said.

He said the flames de-
stroyed the services lines 
providing electricity to the 
homes, so they will remain 
uninhabitable until electri-
cians complete repairs.

Searfoss estimated total 
damage at $60,000.

Deputy Fire Chief Mi-
chale Glore said he was 
driving on Schuylkill Ave-
nue returning from a fire 
call at the Jamestown Vil-
lage Apartments when he 
saw smoke in the area of 
Front and West Greenwich 
streets. He said when he 
pulled onto the 100 block 
of West Greenwich, he saw 

heavy smoke coming from 
the front windows on the 
third floor of two houses.

Firefighters entered the 
houses, two of which are 
subdivided into apart-
ments and one with a first-
floor commercial office, and 
found flames on the second 
floor of 120 W. Greenwich. 
Meanwhile, firefighters at 
the rear began pouring wa-
ter on the second-floor back 
porches of the four homes.

Glore said he rang a sec-
ond alarm, which calls all 
on-duty firefighters to the 
scene and calls off-duty fire-
fighters to stand in reserve 
in case of another city fire. 
The second alarm in Read-
ing also triggers the county’s 

mutual aid system, which 
notifies suburban fire com-
panies they may be asked to 
come into the city if a second 
fire were to break out.

Firefighters from West 
Reading and Spring Town-
ship were at the scene as-
sisting city firefighters, 
Glore said.

Glore credited firefighters 
for containing the fire to just 
the rear of the buildings.

No residents or firefight-
ers were injured.

The American Red Cross 
Tri-County Chapter is pro-
viding emergency assis-
tance to four families dis-
placed by the fire.

Contact Steven Henshaw: 
610-371-5028 or shenshaw@
readingeagle.com.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Cause of fire ‘undetermined,’ 
Reading fire marshal says
Flames damaged four homes, displacing 22 residents

LAUREN A. LITTLE — READING EAGLE

Calvin Books of the Marine Corps League presents 
flowers to Pauline Klinger Rohrbach as they celebrated 
her 97th birthday Wednesday.

BookCollection
Please bring your gently used books

to be donated to the Opportunity House.

Residents of Berks County are encouraged
to bring personal and confidential documents

to the location listed above, where
VitalShred will ensure proper destruction.

Free to Residents of Berks County

Berks County AgCenter
1238CountyWelfare Rd., Leesport 19533

Saturday,
Oct.12, 2019
8am-2pm

www.co.berks.pa.us/swa

10boxesper
vehicle
maximum.

Nobusinesses
will

beaccepted.

Nopaperwill
beaccepted in
plasticbags.

Paper
ShreddingEvent

Sponsored byy

P y gy gist

1 Granite Point Dr.
Suite 300
Wyomissing
610-806-5153

Pr gi

0

Expert Hearing Aid
Fittings & Services

www.berksent.comFrom left: .; JaredC.Owens,Au.D.,C.C.C.-A ; Leslie J.Sonday,Au.D.,F.A.A.A.;
and FrancisW.Caruano,M.S.,F.A.A.A

WINNER

2018

Best Ear &
Hearing Care

• Diagnostic Hearing Testing/Evaluations
• Vestibular/Balance Testing and

Rehabilitation
• State-of-the-Art Hearing Aids
• Invisible ExtendedWear Lyric Hearing Aid
• In-office Hearing Aid Repairs
• Free Hearing Aid Consultations
• Wireless/Bluetooth Connectivity
• Rechargeable Hearing Aids
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Robesonia Borough 
Council this week agreed to 
pay $874,353 for South Hei-
delberg Township to pro-
vide police services to the 
borough for three years be-
ginning in January, joining 
neighboring municipalities 
that have opted for police 
coverage from South Hei-
delberg.

The intermunicipal 
agreement is automatically 
renewable for an additional 
three-year term.  

The cost includes 80 
hours of police service per 
week and 24-hour-a-day 
emergency coverage.  Offi-
cers are not required to be 
within the limits of Robeso-
nia during coverage hours, 
but will be on duty and 
within close proximity. De-
pending on need, the hours 
may be adjusted monthly to 
ensure 4,160 hours of cover-
age annually.  

Borough Manager Lisa 
K. Heilman anticipates the 
2020 budget will be com-
pleted by the end of Octo-
ber and ready for advertis-
ing in November.

Council also approved 
spending $7,000 to pur-
chase a new stainless steel 
V-plow from Storks Auto-
motive, Bernville.  

—  By Geneva Aulenbach

WILSON SCHOOLS

Administrator OK’d 
for $130,000 a year

The Wilson School Board 
this week approved the ap-
pointment of Dr. Andrew 
Hoffert to the new admin-
istrative position of director 
of student supports and ser-
vices, with a start date to be 
determined.

Hoffert is currently 
the principal of Bradford 
Heights Elementary School 
in the Downingtown Area 
School District, in Chester 
County.

Hoffert will be paid 
$130,000 annually.

In other business, the 
board approved several 
long-distance student field 
trips, including trips to:

St. Ann’s Bay, Jamaica, 
for 23 high school AP en-
vironmental biology stu-
dents from Jan. 11 to Jan. 
20, 2020. The cost for stu-
dents is $2,275, and the 
cost to the district is one 
substitute teacher for four 
days.

St. Ann’s Bay, Jamaica, 
for 23 high school AP en-
vironmental biology stu-
dents from Jan. 25 to Feb. 
2, 2020. The cost for stu-
dents is $2,200 and the cost 
to the district is two substi-
tute teachers for five days.

The Chincoteague Bay 
Research Facility, Wallops 
Island, Va., for 22 AP biol-
ogy/ environmental science 
high school students from 
April 3 to April 7, 2020. The 
cost for students is $500 
and the cost to the district 
is one substitute teacher for 
three days.

Washington, D.C., Balti-
more and Annapolis, Md., 
for 60 concert choir, or-
chestra and band students 
from April 8 to April 10, 
2020. The cost for students 
is $590 and the cost to the 
district is four substitute 
teachers for one day.

Beijing, China for 12 Chi-
nese language students in 

grades 8-12 from March 26 
to April 12, 2020. The cost 
to students is $3,300 and 
the cost to the district is 
one substitute teacher for 
10 days.

Australia and New Zea-
land for 24 technology ed-
ucation students from Dec. 
19, 2020, to Jan. 2, 2021. The 
cost for students is $5,995, 
plus transportation, and 
the cost to the district is 
three substitute teachers 
for three days.

—  By David A. Kostival

TULPEHOCKEN TOWNSHIP

Solicitor gets OK 
to draft tax ordinance

The Tulpehocken Town-
ship super v isors on 
Wednesday approved a mo-
tion allowing the township 
solicitor to draft a local ser-
vices tax ordinance.

If research determines 
the tax is permissible, 
the proposed ordinance 
will be advertised for en-
actment at the November 
meeting. If approved, a 
$52 yearly tax will be lev-
ied on individuals working 
within the township who 
earn more than $12,000 
annually. 

Chairman Gary Deck 
said the revenue from the 
tax will go toward emer-
gency medical services, and 
current funds budgeted for 
those expenses would be al-
located for recreation.  

A special meeting will 
be held Nov. 14 at 5 p.m. to 
present the 2020 budget.  

Supervisor Lester Feick 
was absent.

—  By Geneva Aulenbach

WYOMISSING

Council weighs 
new hotel tax

Wyomissing Borough 
Council on Tuesday ap-
proved advertising a pro-
posed ordinance to create 
a tourism improvement dis-
trict in the borough.

A TID would allow an 
additional 2% room assess-
ment fee on top of the 5% 
hotel tax already tacked 
onto the room charges of 
guests at Wyomissing ho-
tels. The funds from the 
TID would be used for ad-
vertising and marketing of 
the Berks County area to in-
crease tourism.

Borough solicitor Chris-
topher Hartman said the 
TID would affect seven ho-
tels in the borough.

The vote to advertise the 
ordinance came after a re-
quired public hearing, dur-
ing which no one raised any 
objections.

Crystal Seitz, president 
of the Pennsylvania Amer-
icana Region, formerly 
known as the Greater Read-
ing Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, told council a TID 
will allow the county to be-
come more competitive in 
tourism.

“We’ve had conversa-
tions with all of the hotels 
and they understand our 
funding is limited,” Seitz 
said. “With additional dol-
lars, we will help fill their 
rooms and bring more busi-
ness to the borough.”

Seitz is also working with 
the townships of Spring, 
Muhlenberg and Caernar-
von to establish TIDs in 

those municipalities.
“The hotels will help us 

determine how the money 
is spent; it will not be spent 
broadly,” Seitz said. “The 
hotels recognize that there 
are major attractions in Wy-
omissing.”

Hartman said council 
could adopt the ordinance 
at its December meeting, 
but cautioned that if the 
borough receives written 
objections from more than 
40%, or three of the seven, 
hotels, he would recom-
mend the ordinance not be 
adopted.

In other business, council 
rejected a proposal from the 
fire and police committee 
that would have restricted 
parking on both sides of 
Cardinal Road near the ad-
dresses of 47 and 48, at the 
curved section.

The committee had iden-
tified the curve as being un-
safe for maneuvering over-
sized vehicles.

—  By David A. Kostival

COUNTY PLANNERS

Hydropower permit 
raises concerns

The Berks County Plan-
ning Commission on 
Wednesday agreed to send a 
letter to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission to 
raise concerns about poten-
tial hydropower technology 
to harness the water at Blue 
Marsh Dam.

Wayne Krouse, CEO of 
Hydro Green Energy LLC, 
Birmingham, Ala., has filed 
an application with FERC 
for a preliminary permit to 
study the feasibility of con-
structing the hydropowered 
facility at Blue Marsh.

The existing dam is 
owned by the federal gov-
ernment and managed by 
the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers.

The proposal is to install 
the technology adjacent to 
the current outlet tower 
gate, and to use it to gen-
erate power from water re-
sources.

The planning commis-
sion noted in its letter that 
while the hydropower con-
cept is consistent with the 
county’s comprehensive 
plan, it has concerns with 
specifics of the feasibility 
study, including:

Maintaining the origi-
nal purpose of Blue Marsh 
(flood control, water supply 
and recreation).

The hydropower should 
not adversely affect the 
operation of the Western 
Berks Water Authority’s wa-
ter pipeline.

Appropriate streamflow, 
water temperature and ox-
ygen levels should be main-
tained to protect fishery re-
sources.

Recreational facilities 
and trails should not be ad-
versely impacted.

The hydropower should 
not produce any sound lev-
els or vibrations that would 
adversely impact the coun-
ty’s nearby north cam-
pus, which includes Berks 
Heim.

Sunoco pipelines, which 
run 1,855 feet from the dam, 
could not be impacted.

The estimated cost of go-
ing forward with a feasibil-
ity study is $350,000.

In other business, the 

planners agreed to remove 
two farm properties in Cen-
tre Township from desig-
nated future-growth areas 
in the county’s proposed 
2030 comprehensive plan.

The request to remove 
the properties from the 
new designation came from 
the property owners, who 
wanted their farms to re-
main designated as rural 
conservation so they can 
qualify for the county’s ag-
ricultural preservation pro-
gram.

—  By David A. Kostival

CAERNARVON TOWNSHIP

Supervisors updated 
on area plan

Matt McGough of the 
Berks County Planning 
Commission provided Caer-
narvon Township supervi-
sors with an update Tues-
day night on changes pro-
posed to the Southern Berks 
Regional Comprehensive 
Plan.

McGough said the plan — 
which includes Caernarvon, 
Robeson, and Union town-
ships and Birdsboro Bor-
ough — is 15 years old, five 
years past the suggested 
threshold for updates.

According to McGough, 
2016 census numbers show 
a combined population 
growth of 14% between 
2000 and 2016, and a pro-
jected 11% growth by 2040.

The plan was developed 
to enact regulations for de-
velopment and land preser-
vation. The regulations are 
designed to elicit grants for 
multi-municipal projects, 
thereby reducing duplica-
tion of efforts.

Proposed changes to the 
plan include updates on 
demographics and housing 
data, and changes in zon-
ing, economic development 
activity and the overall vi-
sion.

The updated plan will 
take into account future 
transportation develop-
ments, such as the $650 
million West Shore Bypass 
reconstruction, conges-
tion on Route 724 in Birds-
boro, multiple bridge proj-
ects, the former Crompton 
and Knowles property in 
Robeson Township, poten-
tial development with the 
current Geigertown sewer 
project in Union and Robe-
son townships, and the 
new casino in Caernarvon.

In other business, the 
township’s administration 
is working on a Hometown 
Heroes banner program 
to honor military veterans 
along Main Street.

—  By Keith Smoker

Your community

Robesonia council approves deal  
for police with South Heidelberg

BEN HASTY — READING EAGLE

Emily Berret, a 2011 Alvernia University alumnus, and 
Steve Koons, a 2005 alumnus, stand to be recognized as 
two of the four under-40 award recipients at the school’s 
President’s Dinner on campus Thursday evening.

By Michelle N. Lynch
Reading Eagle

John P. Weidenhammer 
is vested in the greater 
Reading community. 

Over the years, he helped 
lead and support several 
local nonprofit organiza-
tions, including Reading 
Hospital, Greater Reading 
Chamber Alliance, Berks 
Business Educational Co-
alition and Berks Alliance.

President and founder 
of Weidenhammer Sys-
tems Corp., Weidenham-
mer is this year’s recipi-
ent of Alvernia Universi-
ty’s prestigious Franciscan 
Award.

The award, presented  
annually for exceptional 
service to Alvernia, is 
given to those who self-
lessly give of their time, 
talent and resources for 
the betterment of others. 

John R. Loyack, univer-
sity president, presented 
the award to Weidenham-
mer at Alvernia’s annual 
President’s Dinner held 
Thursday in the campus 
Physical Education Center.

Two Alvernia alumni 
and a local business also 
were honored.

Mary Kay Bernosky, 
class of 2003, received 
the Distinguished Alumni 
Award. 

The award recognizes 
individuals who demon-
strate valuable contribu-
tions to their professions, 
communities and the na-
tion.

Bernosky, the CEO of 
Safe Berks, has been a 
longtime protector of 
Berks County men and 
women who are victims 
of sexual assault and do-
mestic violence through 
her visionary leadership 

of Safe Berks and partic-
ipation with the Pennsyl-
vania Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence and 
Pennsylvania Coalition 
Against Rape.

John D. Wanner, class of 
1982, was this year’s recip-
ient of the Ellen Frei Gru-
ber Award.

The Gruber award is 
given to an individual 
who has performed out-
standing service to Alver-
nia, exemplified continued 
commitment and support 
of the university’s mission 
and reflects its core val-
ues of service, humility, 
peacemaking, contempla-
tion and collegiality.

Wanner, founder and 
president of Wanner As-
sociates, is an Alver-
nia trustee emeritus. He 
served as chairman of 
multiple committees dur-
ing his tenure as a trustee.

The DoubleTree by Hil-
ton Reading was pre-
sented with the Pro Urbe 
Award.

The award is given to 
an organization or busi-
ness that performs sig-
nificant community ser-
vice and contributes to a 
higher standard of living 
in Berks County and sur-
rounding communities.

General Manager and 
COO Craig Poole accepted 
the award.

Under Poole’s leader-
ship the DoubleTree has 
invested heavily in local 
employees and become 
the top-rated hotel in the 
worldwide DoubleTree 
chain.

Contact Michelle N. 
Lynch: 610-371-5084 or 
mlynch@readingeagle.
com. 

Weidenhammer, others 
honored at dinner
Franciscan college cites businessman’s 
selfless service, sharing of talent and 
resources to help others

ALVERNIA UNIVERSITY

OktoberfestinReading

•BavarianGamesBothDays -PrizesAwarded!
•One&TwoManLogSawingContest
•NagelbalkenNailDrivingContest
•AxeThrowing Booth-Saturday1:30-4:30
•LiveMusicSaturday&Sunday
•GermanThemedFoodFeatures

www.SauconyBeer.com 484-755-5680

Franklin
Street

Station
2FranklinStreet

DowntownReading

AXE

THROWING!
LOGSAWING

CONTEST!

692
Dow

October 12 & 13

ATTENTION
BIRDSBORO BOROUGH

RESIDENTS
The Birdsboro Water
Department will be
flushing fire hydrants
October 14-16

Wernersville
Tues.-Fri. 10-6 Sat. 10-4

27 East Penn Avenue
Wernersville, PA 19565

610.670.9700
www.fiveanddivine.com

Saturday
October
12th
9am-3pm
Station
Square
PENN AVE.

WERNERSVILLE

Location sponsored
by Galen Hall Chalk Paint®

classes offered

Furniture Market

OPEN DAILY AT 11:30 AM.
*Sunday -Wednesday*

KitchenOpenUntil 10pm,
BaruntilMidnight

*Thursday -Saturday*
KitchenOpenUntil 11pm,

Bar@2am

BlindHartman’s Tavern
RelaxedCasualDining • 2910 PricetownRd., Temple • 610-370-7180

Private Rooms
Available!

Perfect for AnyOccasion!
Holiday Parties, Business
Meetings, Birthday Parties,
Weddings, Showers…

WE CAN DO IT ALL!
Rooms and food options

for every budget!
Call today for more

information.*available in bar area only*

OpenDaily at 11:30AM.Sunday -WednesdayKitchenCloses@10pmBar@12am
*Friday&SaturdayKitchenCloses@11pmBar@2am

BEST HAPPY HOUR
IN BERKS!!
WEEKDAYS 4-6 PM

$1.00
DOMESTIC DRAFT BEERS
$1OFF MIXED DRINKS

1/2 PRICE
APPETIZER MENU

ENTERTAINMENT

LUNCHEON SPECIALS
BUY ONE SANDWICH, GET ONE SANDWICH FREE

Only valid Mon-Fri. 11:30am-2pm. Excludes burgers.
Beverage Purchase Required. Coupon must be present. Expires 10/31/19

Join Us October 9-13th
Customer Appreciation Week

.75 Cent Rolling Rock Drafts
$5.99 Ham Panini

$9.99 Chicken Parm Dinner

TUESDAY
MUSIC TRIVIAW/ JUMPIN J

7-10PM
FRIDAY

MUSIC BY BUTCH
5PM—7PM

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
DJ JUMPIN J
9:30PM-1:30AM

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2019 READING EAGLE  |  BERKS+BEYOND  | 7 A 

F

o

r

 

p

e

r

s

o

n

a

l

,

 

n

o

n

-

c

o

m

m

e

r

c

i

a

l

 

u

s

e

 

o

n

l

y

.



Obituary policy: All obituaries must be sent via email to 
obituaries@readingeagle.com. Deadline for submission is 3 
p.m. (Holiday schedules may vary.)

Submissions: All information for an obituary to be pub-
lished in the Reading Eagle must be submitted by a funeral 
home or crematorium. The newspaper will not accept 
information submitted directly by family members.

Guidelines: Reading Eagle offers two types of obituaries, 
free and paid. Free obituaries are limited to four lines and 
consist of name, age, municipality, time and date of death, 
parents, immediate survivors and funeral home. Paid obitu-
aries allow the family to expand on the free notice.
Reprints of obituaries are available by accessing readingeagle.com or 
calling 610-371-5034.

The Reading Eagle is not responsible for any content errors or omis-
sions.

Bilinski, Deborah L.

Dolinsky, Sofia (Spolski)

Fricker, John D.

Hallock, William J.

Koch, John R.

Oxenreider, Albert H. Jr.

Pitz, Horbert H. Jr.

Quinones Bonilla, Teresita

Sewer, Glanville

Springer, Jack M.

Tumolo, E. Louise  
(Schroeder)

Vega, Allison M. (Moyer)

Wickel, Miriam P. (High)

Zimmerman, Carole E. 
(Brungart)

Today’s obituaries

It’s been 30 long
years since you

passed away and
I think of you

every day.
I miss you and love

you very much!
Love Always, Mom

In Loving Memory of
TROY M. SWEITZER

Who Passed Away 30 Years Ago Today!
11/25/69-10/11/89

I L M f

In Loving Memory Of

DAVE
GARMAN

Who we lost 15 years ago
7/17/1978 – 10/11/2004
Time slips by and life goes on

But fromour hearts
you’re never gone,

We think about you always,
We talk about you too,

Wehave somanymemories,
Butwewishwe still had you.

Missingyoumore
everyyear

Forever inOurHearts
LoveU!

Mom,Dad,Tam&Scott

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DEATH NOTICES

Dengler Funeral Home
Birdsboro   (610) 582-2292

 

Classified

  
John D. Fricker
John D. Fricker, 60 of Reading, passed away on Oct. 3rd 

in the Reading Hospital.  
He was the husband of Marcia (Lang) Fricker.  Born in

Reading, he was the son of the late Richard and Margaret 
(Miller) Fricker.  
Surviving in addition to his wife are his children, 

Jonathan D. Fricker, Reading, PA; daughters, Candle
Williams, Miami, FL, Amanda Fricker, Reading, PA;
brother, Richard Fricker, Jr; 3 Grandchildren. 
 Funeral services will  be held on Monday at 11:00 AM 

in the Cramp-Hummel Funeral Home, Inc., 934 Centre 
Ave., Reading.  A viewing will be held from 10:00 to 11:00 
AM in the funeral home.  Interment will be in Charles
Evans Cemetery, Reading.  
Online condolences may be made at www.cramp-

hummelfuneralhome.com  Cramp Hummel Funeral
Home, Centre Park, Reading has charge of arrangements.

Jack M. Springer
Jack M. Springer, 91, formerly of 

Laureldale, died Tuesday evening in 
the Fairlane Garden’s Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center, Exeter Township.
He was the widower of Kathleen M. 

(Keller) Springer, who died September 
29, 2014. They shared a loving marriage 
of 61 years.
Born in Reading on June 15, 1928, he was

the son of the late William and Irene (Filbert) Springer.
Surviving are his loving children: Sandra L. Vitalo, 

of West Lawn, Marcia A. Spohn, companion of Ann L. 
Foulkes, of Clearwater, Fla., Diane M., wife of Clarence 
Dyanzio, of Brecknock Township, and Donna L., wife 
of Gary Scheipe, of Brecknock Township. Jack loved
his grandchildren and spending time with them: Scott, 
husband of Stephanie Vitalo, Brian Vitalo, Havilyn 
Spohn, wife of John Graham, David Spohn Jr., Gina,
wife of Brandon Boyack, Jeff , husband of Liz Dyanzio, 
and Kelsey Scheipe, companion of Jed Cyclewski; great-
grandchildren: Ian, Alec, Mia, Kalie, Brody, Rhead, 
Jordyn, Beau, Parker and Tanner.
Jack is predeceased by a granddaughter, Jennifer T. 

Vitalo.
He is also survived by a brother, Kenneth Springer, of 

Whitfi eld.
Jack graduated from Reading High School in the class 

of 1947.
He was a veteran of the United States Army, serving 

during the Korean Confl ict.
He was an avid golfer, having “three holes in one.”
He retired after 40 years of service from the former 

Berks Products, last working as a supervisor of the 
black top plant. He also has been employed by Eastern 
Industries as a road inspector.
Private funeral services from Milkins Giles Funeral 

Home Inc., Temple. No public viewing. Interment in
Epler’s Church Cemetery, Leesport.
Contributions may be off ered in Jack’s memory to the 

Berks Animal Rescue, 58 Kennel Road, Birdsboro, PA 
19508.
Condolences may be off ered at milkinsgilesfuneralhome.

com.

Teresita Quinones Bonilla
Teresita Quinones Bonilla, 70, passed away October 

4. She is survived by daughters, Ida and Ester; sons,
Benigno and Felix.  Gallman-Sonoski Funeral Home had
charge.

Sofia “Sonja” (Spolski) Dolinsky
Sofia “Sonja” Dolinsky, 90, passed away October 8, 2019, 

in her Spring Township residence.
Her husband Paul Dolinsky passed away in 2000.
Born in Ukraine, she was a daughter of the late Stanley

and Maria (Bentkowski) Spolski.
Sonja was employed for both the Berkshire Knitting 

Mills and Talbots before her retirement in 1981.
She was a member of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Ukrainian Catholic Church, where she was very active,
including cooking and baking for church functions. She 
was a life member of the Ukrainian American Social 
Club, where she was a member of the ladies auxilary.  
Sonja enjoyed thrift store shopping, bingo and trips to 

the casinos.
She is survived by three daughters: Stephanie M., wife 

of Barry Zientek, of Reading, Susan E. Miller, of Reading, 
and Sherry A., wife of Wade Chriswell, of Singapore. 
There are six grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren.
A Divine Liturgy will be celebrated on Tuesday at 10:00 

a.m. in Nativity BVM Ukrainian Church, 504 Summit 
Ave., Reading, PA 19611. Burial will follow in the parish
cemetery. Friends may pay their condolences on Tuesday
from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at the church.
Contributions may be made to the church at the address

above. Gallman-Sonoski Funeral Home Inc., Reading, 
has charge of arrangements.

Albert H. Oxenreider Jr.
Albert H. Oxenreider Jr., 85, of Sinking 

Spring, passed away Wednesday, Oct. 9, 
2019, at the Reading Hospital.
He was the husband of Eva E. (Ohlinger) 

Oxenreider, with whom he shared 63 
years of marriage on Aug. 25.
Albert, a son of the late Albert H. and 

Florence M. (Bleiler) Oxenreider Sr., was 
born in West Reading.

In addition to his wife, he is survived by two children, 
Denise A., wife of John Stine, Sinking Spring, and Steven 
L. Oxenreider, husband of Marilyn, Sinking Spring; 
six grandchildren: Brian, Daniel, Joseph and Jason 
Stine, and Allison and Ryan Oxenreider; and 11 great-
grandchildren: Aryton, Abigail, Kylie, Madelyn, Gabriel, 
Lillian, Bradley, Breanna, Carter, Grady and Jaxson.
He was preceded in death by a sister, Ruth Adams; and

a brother, George Oxenreider.
He was a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church, 

Sinking Spring.
Albert worked for Hoover Motor Company, retiring in 

1996, as a parts manager.
He was a life member of Liberty Fire Co. #1, Sinking 

Spring, and a member of Citizens Hose Company, 
Wernersville. Albert served as an engineer/driver for 
both departments for many years. He was also a part-
time police patrolman for Sinking Spring Borough from 
1962-2004.
He loved his family, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren, and loved spending time with them 
whenever he could, and loved his dog, Lucy. He also 
enjoyed watching the Phillies games.
Albert will be missed dearly by all that knew and loved 

him.
Services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Monday, Oct. 14, 

at Lamm & Witman Funeral Home, 243 W. Penn Ave., 
Wernersville, with the Rev. Richard Moore offi  ciating. A 
viewing will be held from 6-8:00 p.m., Sunday, and 10-
11:00 a.m., Monday, at the funeral home. Burial will be in
Sinking Spring Cemetery.
Flowers are welcome or memorial contributions may 

be made to St. John’s Lutheran Church, 4125 Penn Ave., 
Sinking Spring, PA 19608.
Online Condolences may be made at www.

lammandwitman.com.

Miriam P. (High) Wickel
Miriam P. (High) Wickel, 90, of Spring 

Township died Wednesday morning in 
Manor Care, Sinking Spring.
She was the widow of Leroy H. Wickel, 

who died August 9, 1990. They were 
married on June 5, 1957.
Born in West Reading on March 23, 

1929, she was the daughter of the late 
Clarence and Minnie K. (Boyer) High.

Surviving are her two loving children, Pearl M. Brunner, 
of Reading, and Paul L., husband of Emily A. Wickel,
of Spring Township; four grandchildren: Shannon, 
Samantha, Amie and Ryan; two nephews, Leroy and
Raymond Howe; one niece, Miriam Denatale Bohn.
Miriam’s twin sister, Pearl Bohn, died in 2004.
She graduated from Muhlenberg High School in the 

class of 1949.
Miriam was primarily a homemaker during her lifetime. 
She enjoyed George Strait and most country music. She

enjoyed her grandchildren, reading, watching movies,
Uno, having her nails manicured and eating out with 
family. She was an avid follower of the Phillies and
Eagles.
Funeral services will be held at the Milkins Giles 

Funeral Home Inc., Temple, on Saturday, October 12, 
2019, at 2:30 p.m. with Chaplain Stephanie Arentz to do 
a reading. There will be a viewing prior to the reading 
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Interment in Laureldale Cemetery.
Condolences may be off ered at milkinsgilesfuneralhome.

com.

Deborah L. “Debbie” Bilinski
Deborah L. “Debbie” Bilinski, 58, 

of Exeter Township, passed away 
Wednesday, October 9, 2019, in Reading
Hospital.
She was a loving wife to John G. Bilinski.
Born in Reading, Debbie was the 

daughter of the late Robert E. Grant and
Margaret H. “Peggy” (Ziegler) Allen, and
is survived by her step-father, Thomas P. 

Allen, of Lower Alsace Towsnhip.
She was a 1978 graduate of Mount Penn High School, 

and was a member of Saint Catharine of Siena Roman 
Catholic Church.
Debbie was an educational paraprofessional for 21 years 

at Saint Catharine of Siena Regional School in Mount 
Penn for grades K-3 and also was a declamation coach.
In addition to her husband John and step-father, 

Debbie was a loving mother to John R. Bilinski, husband
of Brianna Bilinski, of Exeter Township, and Christopher 
T. Bilinski, husband of Ashley Bilinski, of Temple; and 
a loving grandmother to Nicholas J. Bilinski and Charli 
Beth Bilinski. Debbie is also survived by her sister, 
Kathleen A. Potteiger, wife of Dennis G. Potteiger, of 
Adamstown; and her brother, Ronald R. Grant, husband 
of Susan M. Grant, of Reinholds; and niece, Kaitlyn M. 
Blanchette, wife of Shaun A. Blanchette.
She was preceded in death by her nephew, Jason Kohl.
Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated in Saint 

Catharine of Siena Roman Catholic Church, 4975 
Boyertown Pike, Exeter Township, Monday, October 
14, 2019, at 10:30 a.m. Reverend Monsignor Edward R. 
Domin, Celebrant.
Entombment will follow in Gethsemane Cemetery 

Mausoleum. The family will receive relatives and friends 
in Bean Funeral Home, 6 Fairlane Road, Exeter Township,
Sunday, October 13, 2019, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
and in Saint Catharine of Siena Roman Catholic Church
Monday from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
In lieu of fl owers, contributions may be made to Saint 

Catharine of Siena Regional School, 2330 Perkiomen 
Ave., Mount Penn, PA 19606, in memory of Mrs. Deborah
L. Bilinski. Online condolences may be made at www.
beanfuneralhomes.com.

Norbert H. Pitz Jr.
Norbert H. Pitz Jr., 72, of Reading, Pa., 

passed away on Tuesday, October 8, 2019.
Born in Lancaster, he was the son of the 

late Norbert H. Sr. and Jean Asti Pitz.
Norbert had worked as a metallurgist 

for Heyco Metals in Leesport, Pa., for 35 
years before retiring.
A veteran of the U.S. Air Force, he 

served during the Vietnam War as a 
radar operator and in aerial photography.
He was active with the Kenhorst and Lincoln Park Fire

Companies in Berks County and was a social member 
with the 18th Ward Democratic Club in Reading.
He loved cats, spending time with his family and 

enjoyed trips to Atlantic City and the casinos.
Norbert was of the Catholic faith.
He is survived by his children, Joshua S. Pitz, of West 

Miffl  in, Pa., and Jenelle D. Pitz, of Sinking Spring, Pa.; his 
granddaughter, Madilyn Pitz; his step-daughter, Shelli 
McVaugh, of Robesonia; and his sister, Cynthia Hamill, 
of Stroudsburg, Pa.
He was preceded in death by his sister, Linda Bernady.
Friends will be received on Monday, October 14, 2019, 

from 10-11:00 a.m. at the Charles F. Snyder Jr. Funeral 
Home & Crematory, 3110 Lititz Pike, Lititz, PA, with the 
funeral service to follow at 11:00 a.m. Interment in St. 
Joseph New Catholic Cemetery.
In lieu of fl owers, please make contributions in Norbert’s

memory to the Kidney Foundation of Central PA, 900 S.
Arlington Ave., Suite 14A, Harrisburg, PA 17109. To send
an online condolence, please visit SnyderFuneralHome.
com.

Carole E. (Brungart) Zimmerman
Carole E. Zimmerman, formerly of 

Myerstown, passed away Tuesday, Oct. 
8, 2019, at Fairlane Gardens Nursing & 
Rehabilitation.
She was the wife of the late David R. 

Zimmerman, who died July 1, 2014.
Carole, a daughter of the late Clare and

Elizabeth (O’Connell) Brungart, was born
in Erie.

She is survived by two sons, Frank M. Zimmerman, and
Brian D. Zimmerman; a daughter, Elizabeth M. Kiene;
three brothers: David Brungart, Clare Brungart Jr. 
and Michael Brungart; two sisters, Mary Ellen Stewart 
and April Kline; six grandchildren; and seven great-
grandchildren.
She was a 1957 graduate of Bethel High School.
Services will be held at 1:30 p.m., Friday, Oct 11, at Hill

Funeral Home, 111 Godfrey St., Rehrersburg. A viewing
will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m., Friday, at the funeral
home. Burial will be in Strausstown Cemetery.
Online condolences may be made at www.

lammandwitman.com.

John R. Koch
John R. Koch, 69, of Heidelberg Township, 

passed away Tuesday, October 8, 2019, at Penn 
State Health St. Joseph Medical Center.
He was the loving husband of Cheryl 

(Weierbach) Koch for 46 years.
Born in Reading, John was the son of the late Melvin S.

Koch and Emily P. Gassert.
He was a graduate of Conrad Weiser, class of 1968. 

Upon graduation, John served in the United States Army 
during the Vietnam era.
For over 40 years, he worked for, Glen Gery Mid Atlantic 

as a brick setter until his retirement.
John loved his sports, especially the Eagles, Phillies and 

Flyers, often providing his own color commentary to the
game. He also enjoyed spending time with his family 
and watching the grandchildren participate in their 
own sport activities. John enjoyed hunting in his earlier 
years, taking care of his garden and looking on for any 
hummingbirds that were around to enjoy the plants.
In addition to his wife, John is survived by his children, 

Matthew, husband of Abigail, of Bernville, and Justin, 
loving companion of Michelle, of Robesonia; and is also 
survived by his grandchildren, Van and Evette. He is also
survived by his siblings: Judy Hartman, Nancy Schaeff er
and Maynard Koch.
Funeral service will be held in Bean Funeral Home, 3825 

Penn Ave., Sinking Spring, Monday, October 14, 2019. 
Interment will be held privately as the convenience of 
the family. The family will receive relatives and friends 
in Bean Funeral Home, Monday 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Pastor Scott Kramer will offi  ciate the service at 12:30 
p.m.
In lieu of fl owers, donations in honor of John can be 

made to Wounded Warrior Project, 600 River Ave, Suite 
400, Pittsburgh, PA 15212. Online condolences may be 
made at www.beanfuneralhomes.com.

A Reputation of Caring
for over 177 years

229 N. 5th St., Reading, PA 19601
610-373-4500 • www.henningerfuneralhome.com

Robert Reilly Nye, 7th Generation
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William Joseph Hallock
William Joseph Hallock, 89, of Hazleton, 

passed away on October 7, 2019 at his residence
surrounded by family. 
He was devoted to his loving wife, the late 

Rose Hallock. Together they celebrated 64 
years of marriage.
He was born in West Hazleton to the late Frank Sr. and

Elizabeth (DePretis) Hallock.
He is also preceded in death by his late brother, Frank 

Hallock Jr.
William served in the U.S. Army where he was 

selected to be a radar instructor stationed at Aberdeen,
Maryland. He believed in being productive, taking pride 
in his inventions and designs that contributed to medical 
research. His career of 60-plus years was at Thoren, 
where he was still employed. 
He was a strong family man, who freely shared his time

and talents with those lucky enough to call him husband,
dad, grandpa, or friend.
He is survived by his daughters, Joanne E. Collins, wife 

of Randy, of Shillington, and Janet T. Hallock, Albert
Krebs Sr., of Hazleton. Also surviving are grandchildren, 
Dr. Jennifer K. Collins and Daniel R. Collins, husband of 
Kerri; great-grandson, Ryan William Collins.
Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at SS Cyril 

& Methodius Parish, 604 N. Laurel St., Hazleton, PA, on 
Monday, October 14, 2019, at 10:00 a.m.
In lieu of fl owers, please send donations in memory 

of William to Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Offi  ce of Development at P.O. Box 27106, New York, NY 
10087.
Bean Funeral Homes & Crematory of Sinking Spring is 

in charge of arrangements; online condolences may be 
made at www.beanfuneralhomes.com.

Glanville “Glenn” Sewer
 Glanville “Glenn” Sewer, 74, of Reading,

passed away Saturday, October 5, 2019, 
in Penn State Health Hershey Medical 
Center.
He is survived by his loving wife of 40 

years, Balbina (Ortiz) Sewer.
He was born in St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin 

Islands, on April 5, 1945, a son of the late 
Emanuel and Marion (Georges) Sewer.

Glenn was an Army veteran, serving during Vietnam, 
and was employed by New York Transit as a clerk for 
over 35 years, retiring in 2008.
He was a great mentor to the Dewitt Clinton Men, and 

his daughter’s friends.
He was an avid New York Yankees fan and always 

adorned a cap to show his loyalty.
Also surviving is his son, Charles V. Leonard and his 

signifi cant other, Margaret Diggs, of Mohnton, and
family, Jarahd Leonard, Emonie Black, Jordan Leonard, 
Shavon Price, Makayla Price; daughter, Marina Leonard, 
of Reading, Almena Leonard, of Reading and her son,
Jamel Edwards; son, Isaac Quintance, of Oregon; 
daughter, Kristal Leonard, of New York; son, Bert and
his wife, Corrine Fredericks and Jasmine Fredericks;
grandson, Glenn Leonard and his wife, Teresa Gonzalez 
and family, Azzura Leonard, Paris Leonard, Addison 
Leonard; grandson, Johnathan White Jr. and his 
signifi cant other, Cecelia Miller and family, Kyrie White, 
Jackson White, Zyell White; and grandson, Eric and his
wife, Ali Rostic and family, Aliana Rostic and Natalie
Rostic and many other family and close friends.
Services will be Saturday, October 19, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. 

in Theo C Auman Funeral Home, 247 Penn St., Reading.
Burial to follow in Charles Evans Cemetery. A viewing 
will be Friday, October 18, 2019, 7-9 p.m. in the funeral 
home. Please pay respects at www.theocauman.com.

E. Louise (Schroeder) Tumolo
E. Louise Tumolo, 84, of Elizabethtown,

Pa., passed away on Wednesday morning, 
October 9, 2019, at her home at Masonic 
Village.
Born and raised in Philadelphia, she 

was the daughter of the late Albert A. 
and Louise E. Page Schroeder.
She was the wife of John J. Tumolo Jr. 

for 65 years on February 11.
A homemaker, Louise was a member of St. Luke’s 

Episcopal Church in Mount Joy, a member of Episcopal
Church Women, and involved with United Thank 
Off ering. In earlier years, she taught Sunday school and
was a Girls Scout member and leader.
In addition to her husband, she is survived by four 

children: John J. Tumolo III, husband of Cheryl Printz
Tumolo, of Pricetown, Steven R. Tumolo Sr., husband
of Cindy Abel Tumolo, of West Lawn, Susan L., wife 
of Scott Zerr, of Perryville, Md., and Norma J., wife of 
Kenneth Mayo, of Linden, Va.; fi ve grandchildren; 12 
great-grandchildren; and a sister, Mary Jane Stauff er, of 
Landisville.
She was also preceded in death by a sister, Margaret 

Anne Thomas.
A memorial service will be held on Saturday morning, 

October 12, 2019, at 11:00 a.m. at St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, 209 South Market Street, Mount Joy, PA. There 
will be no public viewing. The family will receive guests
on Saturday morning at the church from 10:00 a.m. 
until the time of the service. Private interment will be at 
Indiantown Gap National Cemetery in Annville.
The family requests that fl owers please be omitted. If 

desired, contributions may be made to Masonic Village 
Hospice, One Masonic Drive, Elizabethtown, PA 17022.
To express a condolence with the family or to watch a
webcast of the service beginning Sunday morning, visit 
www.spencefuneralservices.com.

Allison M. (Moyer) Vega
Allison M. (Moyer) Vega, 50, of Blandon, passed away 

on Monday, October 7, 2019 at her home. She is survived 
by her daughter, Alexa; father, Gerald; brother, Jeff; and 
sister, Cindy. Full obituary at WalbertFuneralHome.com.

By Evan Brandt
For Reading Eagle

Getting caught in Phoe-
nixville smoking a small 
amount of marijuana in 
public will no longer earn 
you a trip to jail.

Instead, you’ll get a 
ticket.

With a unanimous vote 
Tuesday night, Phoenixville 
Borough Council changed 
its ordinance, making that 

offense a non-traffic cita-
tion subject to a fine of $25 
to $100 for the first offense.

Previously, police who 
caught someone smoking 
marijuana in public ar-
rested them, took them to 
the police station and put 
them through the court 
process.

“That takes officers off 
the street,” borough Man-
ager E. Jean Krack said.

Those caught smoking 

in public with 30 grams of 
marijuana or 8 grams of 
hashish can be fined $25 
to $100 for the first offense, 
according to officials.

Councilman Edwin Soto 
conducted a lot of the leg 
work in researching this 
matter, Councilman Rich-
ard Kirkner said before vot-
ing.

Krack said Phoenix-
ville spent a year looking 
at 20 other municipalities 
in Pennsylvania with sim-
ilar laws, including Phila-
delphia and State College.

“They’re pretty consis-

tent across the board,” he 
said.

However, it is unclear 
how the new ordinance 
would affect those who 
take their THC, the psy-
cho-active ingredient in 
marijuana, through vap-
ing it in liquid form with 
an electronic device.

“We might have to re-
visit this and take a look at 
that,” Krack said.

Contact Evan Brandt: 
ebrandt@21st-
centurymedia.com @
PottstownNews on Twitter

MARIJUANA

Phoenixville police will ticket pot smokers
Borough council changes ordinance  
so offenders will avoid court process

Reading Eagle

Ticketholders for the 
third annual Tastefully 
Berks event gave Exeter 
School District’s football 
program a boost by sam-
pling local restaurant fare.

The event Thursday at 
Exeter High School’s cafe-
teria was presented by the 
Exeter Township Football 
Boosters.

“The Football Boosters 
saw this event as such an 
amazing opportunity to 
bring the community to-
gether to support local 
business, our football spon-
sors and our very own Ex-
eter football program,” 
Christa McCusker, booster 
club president, said in a 
statement. “Ticketholders 
really do have a unique op-
portunity to sample dishes 
from a growing list of over 
20 local eateries.

Participating restau-
rants, including Andy Pep-
pers, Beer Wall On Penn, 

Bixler’s Lodge, Boscov’s 
Ala Carte Catering, Café 
Sweet Street, China Penn, 
Francesca’s Pizza & Res-
taurant, Jakes of Mount 
Penn, Liberty Ale House & 

Liberty Tap Room, Sweet 
Ride Ice Cream and more 
served their signature 
dishes.

Ticketholders also were 
eligible for special restau-

rant offers and a raffle with 
a grand prize basket valued 
at $200.

All proceeds will benefit 
the junior and senior high 
school football teams.

Event benefits Exeter football team

FUNDRAISER

BEN HASTY — READING EAGLE

Exeter football player Trever Moise, left, 15, a sophomore at Exeter serves rice and beans from Mi Casa Su Casa while 
Coen Kissinger, 15, selects a sandwich from Subway at the third annual Tastefully Berks fundraiser Thursday at Exeter 
High School. The event supports the school district’s football program.

BEN HASTY — READING EAGLE

The third annual Tastefully Berks fundraiser, which raises money for the Exeter School 
District football program.

By Matt Miller
The Patriot-News

A boy, 14, has surren-
dered to police and has 
been charged as an adult 
with a Lancaster homicide.

City police said Rahmir 
Hopkins was accompanied 
by a parent when he turned 
himself in at their station 
around noon Thursday.

Hopkins is accused of 
killing Luis A. Perez, 25, at 
about 3:30 p.m. Wednes-

day in the 600 block of 
South Lime Street. Inves-
tigators said witnesses told 
them Perez was shot during 
an argument and fight be-
tween him and three men 
or boys.

Police said Hopkins is 
charged with homicide, car-
rying a firearm without a li-
cense and illegal possession 
of a firearm by a minor.

“The investigation into 
this homicide is ongoing,” 
police said.

FATAL SHOOTING

Boy, 14, surrenders  
to face homicide charges

By Tim Hahn
Erie Times-News

An electrical failure in 
an extension cord set off 
a fire in a west Erie home 
and day care facility that 
caused the deaths of five 
young children on the early 
morning Aug. 11, authori-
ties who investigated the 
fire announced on Thurs-
day.

The fire at 1248 W. 11th 
St., which was a single-
family residence that also 
housed the Harris Family 
Daycare, was determined 
to be accidental, accord-
ing to information in a 
news release issued by the 
federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives.

“Based upon data col-
lected during this investi-
gation and the subsequent 
analysis of that data, it is 
the combined opinion of 
the fire scene investiga-
tion team that the fire was 
caused by an electrical fail-
ure associated with a rou-
tinely-used extension cord,” 

according to the release.
The fire originated in the 

first-floor living room, in-
vestigators reported.

The fire was reported at 
the home and daycare on 
Aug. 11 at 1:12 a.m. Killed in 
the fire were Dalvin Pacley, 
2, and siblings La’Myhia 

Jones, 8; Luther Jones Jr., 
6; Ava Jones, 4; and Jaydan 
Augustyniak, 9 months, all 
of whom were staying at 
the day care.

Homeowner Elaine Har-
ris, who ran the day care, 
was injured in the fire and 
underwent treatment at 

a Pittsburgh hospital. In-
vestigators said two older 
boys who were also in the 
house and escaped the fire 
by climbing out a second-
floor window and onto a 
roof suffered minor inju-
ries, according to investi-
gators.

5 CHILDREN KILLED

Day care fire blamed on extension cord

GREG WOHLFORD — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Erie Bureau of Fire Inspector Mark Polanski helps investigate a fatal fire that occurred 
Aug. 11 in Erie.
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RONSON BRAND TECH TORCHES 

are being recalled by Zippo 
because they can continue to 
produce a flame after the activa-
tion trigger is released into the 
off position, posing a fire hazard. 
The recall involves the Ronson 
Tech Torch Auto Start. The torch 
is a red utility lighter with a black 
rubber handle, black trigger and 
metal nozzle. It is packaged with 
a Ronson butane fuel can. Ron-
son is printed on top of the torch 
and Tech Torch is printed on the 
base of the product.

Remedy: Refund

Details: 800-407-0377  or 
www.RonsonRecall.com or www.
zippo.com

CARRIER is recalling Carrier- and 
Bryant-branded heat pumps 
because the fan motor on the 
heat pumps can fail, causing the 
units to overheat, posing a fire 
hazard. The recall involves 1.5-
ton multi-zone, 4-ton multi-zone 
and 4-ton single-zone duct-
less heat pump outdoor units. 
The units are used for cooling 
and heating homes and light 
commercial facilities. Model 
numbers in the recalls include 
38MGQC18---3, 38MGQF48-
--3, 38MBQB48---3, 538TE-
Q018RCMA, 538TEQ048RFMA 
and 538REQ048RBMA.

Remedy: Repair

Details:  844-468-4301

Recalls

By Martin Crutsinger

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » Overall consumer 
prices were unchanged in Sep-
tember as a big decline in energy 
costs offset small gains in other 
areas.

The flat reading in its Con-
sumer Price Index for Septem-
ber followed a tiny 0.1% August 
increase and left prices over the 
past 12 months rising at a mod-
est annual rate of 1.7%, the Labor 
Department reported Thursday.

Core inflation, which excludes 
volatile energy and food prices, 
was up a tiny 0.1% in September 
and 2.4% over the past 12 months. 
That was the same 12-month rise 
for core prices as in August and 
both of those 12-month gains 
were the biggest July 2018.

With the September CPI report, 
the government was able to an-
nounce that the annual cost-of-
living increase for millions of So-
cial Security recipients and other 
retirees would be 1.6% in 2020, a 
significant slowdown after a 2.8% 
COLA increase for this year.

The unchanged reading for 
consumer prices in September re-
flected a 1.4% drop in energy costs 
including a 2.4% fall in the cost 
of gasoline. 

Gasoline prices are now 8.2% 
below where they were a year 
ago.

The Federal Reserve has cut its 
key policy rate twice this year, giv-
ing as one major reason the fail-
ure of inflation to hit the Fed’s 2% 
goal for annual price increases.

That Fed target is based on the 
increase in overall prices. How-
ever, the Fed also closely watches 
the core number, believing it can 
signal where overall inflation may 
be headed.

With core prices now rising 
above the 2% level, some econo-

mists think that the Fed may de-
cide against cutting rates again at 
its next meeting later this month. 
However, investors still strongly 
believe a third rate cut is coming. 
They point to growing headwinds 
to the overall economy coming 
from President Donald Trump’s 
trade war with China and the 
overall slowing of the global econ-
omy.

In a separate report, the Labor 
Department said Thursday that 
the number of Americans filing 
claims for unemployment benefits 
fell by 10,000 last week to 210,000. 
The decline in claims, a proxy for 
layoffs, followed two weeks of in-
creases and indicated that the la-
bor market remains healthy.

The government reported last 
week that the unemployment rate 
fell to a 50-year low of 3.5% in 
September.

The price report showed that 
food costs edged up a tiny 0.1% 
in September, continuing a long 
string of modest increases. Over 
the past 12 months, food costs are 
up just 1.8%.

The price of new cars fell 0.1% 
in September while the price of 
used cars dropped a sharper 1.6%. 
The cost of clothing was also 
down while housing costs and 
medical care services were up.

ECONOMY

U.S. consumer prices unchanged in September

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A worker stocks a produce stand 
in Atlanta. The Labor Department 
said Thursday that consumer 
prices were unchanged in 
September.

U
Dow Jones 
26,496.67 
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S&P 500 
2938.13 
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Nasdaq 
7950.78 
+47.04 

Market Watch

By Susan L. Pena

Reading Eagle correspondent

Business is booming for the 
Silver Maple Veterinary Clinic — 
so much so that it recently cele-
brated a major expansion and 
renovation of its building at 14993 
Kutztown Road, Richmond Town-
ship, with a day of food, tours and 
activities.

Drs. Annemarie and Samuel 
Yoder, both veterinarians, opened 
the business in the mid-1980s in 
a tiny carriage house on Noble 
Street in Kutztown. 

They relocated to a nearby 
strip mall, and in 1991 bought 
their current building, then about 
4,000 square feet, according to 
Annemarie.

The most recent expansion was 
needed to accommodate an esti-
mated 4,000 active clients, she 
said.

“My husband and I have cho-
sen this profession at an incredi-
ble time,” she said. “Back when we 
started, there used to be some peo-
ple who thought their pets were 
special, but now, the expectation 
is, ‘this is my child; you must give 

me every option possible.’ A lot of 
people get insulted if we even use 
the word ‘euthanasia.’”

Another big change has been 
the emergence of corporate vet-
erinary practices, which have 
taken over many private prac-
tices, bringing in “a lot of new 
technology,” she said.

“They push a lot of things on 
people,” Annemarie said. “People 
want everything you can possibly 
offer, but they also get the hint 
that they’re being pushed into ser-
vices they don’t need. We don’t do 
that, so a lot of our success has 
been that we offer lots of stuff, but 
for people who can’t afford (the re-
ally expensive) services, we give 
them options.”

Still, there are expectations that 
must be met in order to compete 
with the corporate practices, in-
cluding an atmosphere similar to 
that of a human medical office.

Since the trend is to give “fear-
free” treatment, the Yoders have 
added an additional exam room 
just for dogs, so cats have a dog-
odor-free exam room to them-
selves. They also now have sepa-
rate dog and cat waiting rooms to 
avoid feline stress.

With their additional surgi-
cal space, they can treat large 
dogs, who often develop degener-
ative joint disease, with protein-
rich plasma drawn from their 
own blood and injected into their 
joints. They have also improved 
their ultrasound/endoscopy room.

For people whose pets are fac-
ing an end-of-life situation, Sil-

ver Maple has added a “comfort 
room,” with a separate entrance 
from the parking lot, so the owner 
and pet can avoid interaction with 
other clients during this traumatic 
time, Yoder said.

Visitors to the clinic will now 
be able to enjoy a large mural by 
artist Kathi Ember,  a children’s 
book illustrator living near Kutz-
town, and who is also a close 
friend of the Yoders. 

Her mural features a large, be-
nevolent silver maple tree embrac-
ing animals engaged in happy ac-
tivities.

Yoder said the clinic caters 
mostly to dogs and cats, with a re-
cent uptick in rabbits and pocket 
pets. She said the staff provides the 
owners with breed-specific educa-
tion, both in what to expect from 
various breeds and how best to 
care for them.

Since 2009, they have provided 

treatment scholarships for own-
ers who need medical help for 
their pets that they can’t afford, 
through the Mooch Fund, named 
after Silver Maple’s beloved, de-
parted clinic cat. The Mooch Fund 
is now an official 501c3 nonprofit, 
which Yoder said they would like 
to expand to include scholarships 
for veterinary students and more 
education for clients.

Other future plans include set-
ting up a memorial garden with 
a totem pole for clients’ pets, and 
purchasing a mobile clinic to do 
low-cost spays and neuters in fi-

nancially disadvantaged neigh-
borhoods.

Of her 30-plus years in the busi-
ness, Yoder said, “It’s the best ca-
reer anyone could ever go into. It’s 
fantastic that people are now treat-
ing pets like (family members), 
and they depend on (the pets) so 
much to provide stress relief.

“And most of the time, we’re 
able to send the animals home bet-
ter off than when they came in.”

Contact Susan L. Pena: 610-371-
5066 or money@readingeagle.
com.

PET CARE

COURTESY OF SILVER MAPLE VETERINARY CLINIC

Silver Maple Veterinary Clinic staff are, from left, Dr. Sara Pomanti and Dr. Kerri Recipko, owners Drs. 
Annemarie and Samuel Yoder, practice manager Jaime Vanek and partner Dr. Mary Coughlin.

COURTESY OF SILVER MAPLE VETERINARY CLINIC

The newly renovated Silver Maple Veterinary Clinic along Kutztown 
Road in Richmond Township.

From wire reports

Stocks closed broadly higher on 
Wall Street as traders turn hopeful 
that meetings in Washington will 
yield progress on the long-running 
U.S.-China trade dispute.

Markets were encouraged 
Thursday after President Donald 
Trump said he would meet with 
China’s lead negotiator today.

Technology stocks posted solid 
gains. Skyworks Solutions added 
5.2%.

Bed Bath & Beyond soared 
21.6% after naming a new CEO, 
and PG&E plunged 29% after a 
bankruptcy judge allowed credi-
tors to have input into the restruc-
turing of the troubled utility.

Bond prices fell. The yield on 
the 10-year Treasury rose to 1.66%.

Long-term mortgage rates 
fall; 30-year at 3.57%

U.S. long-term mortgage rates 
fell this week amid continued 
uncertainty about the economy’s 
outlook.

Mortgage rates have been run-
ning near historic lows, a poten-
tial boon to homebuyers.

Mortgage buyer Freddie Mac 
says the average rate on the 30-
year, fixed-rate mortgage dipped 
to 3.57% from 3.65% last week. A 

year ago, the average rate stood 
at 4.90%. The average rate for 15-
year, fixed-rate home loans de-
clined this week to 3.05%.

Record passenger traffic 
boosts Delta profit

 Delta Air Lines set records 
for passengers and revenue over 
the summer and benefitted from 
cheaper jet fuel, boosting its third-
quarter profit 13% to $1.5 billion.

However, Delta offered a cau-
tious fourth-quarter forecast that 
fell short of Wall Street expec-
tations, and the airline’s shares 
dropped Thursday.

CEO Ed Bastian said travel de-
mand remains strong.

“It was a good summer at Delta, 
the busiest summer in our history,” 
he said in an interview. “The con-
sumer outlook is strong. Looking 
into the holiday period, the book-
ings look good.”

Delta, however, was caught short 
on pilots this summer, leading to a 
record amount of overtime flying, 
according to the pilots’ union.

The hiring spree is adding to in-
vestors’ fears about rising costs at 
the carrier. Excluding fuel, spend-
ing per seat rose 2.4% in the third 
quarter, but Delta sees that jump-
ing to between 4% and 5% in the 
fourth quarter.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Stocks climb on hopes for 
trade progress with China

Silver Maple 
Veterinary 
Clinic celebrates 
expansion
Location near 
Kutztown adds 
‘fear-free’ exam 
rooms, waiting 
areas

SILVER MAPLE  
VETERINARY CLINIC
Location: 14993 Kutztown Road, 
Richmond Township

Phone: 610-683-7988 

Website: www.silvermaplevet.
com.

Hours: Mondays through Fridays, 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 8 a.m. 
to noon. Sundays closed.

AT&T Inc 37.42 +.37 +31.1
AirProd 214.67 +2.93 +34.1
Alcon n 56.24 -.01 -3.1
Allstate 107.14 +.57 +29.7
AquaAm 45.47 -.12 +33.0
BB&T Cp 51.33 +.34 +18.5
BP PLC 37.16 -.01 -2.0
BcoSantSA 3.95 +.10 -11.8
Buckeye 41.39 -.01 +42.8
CNA Fn 47.16 -.07 +6.8
Cabot 42.66 -.05 -.7

CampSp 47.32 +.49 +43.4
CarpTech 49.73 +1.04 +39.7
CitizFincl 33.77 +.78 +13.6
Comcast 44.50 +.12 +30.7
Cott Cp 12.72 ... -8.8
CustomBcp 19.44 -.03 +6.8
DanaInc 13.68 +.32 +.4
Darden 112.03 -.44 +12.2
DollarGen 160.52 -.33 +48.5
EnerSys 60.94 +.49 -21.5
Exelon 47.42 -.49 +5.1

FNBCp PA 11.45 +.14 +16.4
FirstEngy 47.90 +.08 +27.6
FultonFncl 15.60 +.18 +.8
Gam&Lsr 38.62 +.05 +19.5
Hershey 156.30 -.17 +45.8
Hubbell 131.50 +1.79 +32.4
Keycorp 17.19 +.40 +16.3
KontoorB n 34.41 -.24 -5.5
M&T Bk 154.95 +2.53 +8.3
Materion 58.41 +.19 +29.8
Merck 83.76 -.42 +9.6

MidPenn 24.00 +.31 +4.3
NRG Egy 38.80 +.04 -2.0
NorflkSo 172.02 +2.91 +15.0
Novartis 85.93 +.24 +14.0
Ollies 58.81 +1.61 -11.6
OrrstownF 21.46 +.25 +17.8
PNC 138.42 +1.86 +18.4
PPL Corp 30.56 +.25 +7.9
PnnNtGm 18.52 +.01 -1.6
Penske 43.23 +.47 +7.2
Prudentl 87.67 +1.61 +7.5

RiteAid rs 8.57 +.37 ...
RivrviewF 11.32 -.47 +3.9
StanBlkDk 140.43 +2.46 +17.3
TJX 57.43 +1.32 +28.4
Target 110.57 +.21 +67.3
Teleflex 317.10 -1.13 +22.7
Tompkins 79.14 -.17 +5.5
UGI Corp 48.42 +.17 -9.2
VF Corp 88.62 +.17 +24.2
WeisMk 36.18 -.32 -24.3
WellsFargo 48.65 +.50 +5.6

AmExp 115.02 +1.10 +20.7
Apple Inc 230.09 +3.06 +45.9
Boeing 371.00 -3.96 +15.0
Caterpillar 122.69 +3.25 -3.4
Chevron 114.59 +1.45 +5.3
Cisco 46.15 -.69 +6.5
CocaCola 53.66 -.17 +13.3
Disney 129.34 +.01 +18.0
Dow Inc n 44.92 +.91 -20.1
ExxonMbl 68.25 +.81 +.1

GoldmanS 199.87 +3.02 +19.6
HomeDp 231.61 +2.67 +34.8
Intel 51.11 +.63 +8.9
IBM 141.13 +1.46 +24.2
JPMorgCh 114.21 +1.58 +17.0
JohnJn 129.06 -.16 ...
McDnlds 211.76 -1.07 +19.3
Merck 83.76 -.42 +9.6
Microsoft 139.10 +.86 +36.9
NikeB 93.00 +.48 +25.4

Pfizer 35.79 +.10 -18.0
ProctGam 121.94 -.04 +32.7
3M Co 152.31 +1.32 -20.1
Travelers 141.56 +.26 +18.2
UtdTech 133.92 +1.96 +25.8
UtdhlthGp 223.73 +1.65 -10.2
VerizonCm 59.83 +.61 +6.4
Visa 174.88 ... +32.5
WalMart 119.61 +.68 +28.4
WalgBoots 52.93 +.86 -22.5

10-year T-note 1.65%
30-year T-bond 2.15%

Money rates and 
commodities

Stocks of local interest

Dow 30

 close chg ytd%

 close chg ytd%  close chg ytd% close chg ytd%

 close chg ytd%  close chg ytd%  close chg ytd%  close chg ytd%

Thursday, October 10, 2019

Light Sweet Crude (NY Merc.) $53.55/per bbl
Gold (NY spot) $1494.80/troy ounce
Silver (NY spot) $17.520/troy ounce
Copper (NY spot) $2.6050/pound
Aluminum (LME) $0.7842 cents/pound
Platinum (NY spot) $903.10/troy ounce
Lead $2129.00/metric ton

MONEY
»    readingeagle.comFriday, October 11, 2019 » MORE AT FACEBOOK.COM/READINGEAGLE  AND TWITTER.COM/READINGEAGLE
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words) and address a specific topic of general public concern or interest. For verifica-
tion purposes, include your full name, address and telephone number (day and evening). 
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readingeagle.com
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READING EAGLE
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The first dictionary definition for “sanctu-
ary” is “a holy place,” typically one where 
worship takes place. The second definition is 
“a place of refuge or protection.”

This is no accident. Histor-
ically houses of worship have 
been considered safe places for 
people to go when facing per-
secution or other troubles in 
the outside world. When peo-
ple are there to pray, they ex-
pect a peaceful, welcoming at-
mosphere.

But apparently that’s not 
how some people see it. To 
them, a house of worship is 
a prime target, especially at 
times when large groups of 
people they deem enemies are 
gathered there.

The latest example of this ex-
tremely troubling trend took 
place Wednesday in Halle, Ger-
many. A gunman attempted to 
lay siege on a synagogue there 
during Yom Kippur services. 
Thwarted by the synagogue’s 
locked, heavy wooden doors, 
he instead fatally shot a passer-
by and then killed another per-
son in a nearby kebab shop. 
Two other people were injured. 
Prior to the attack the gunman 
expressed a variety of extrem-
ist views, with anti-Semitism at 
the heart of it all.

This attack is a reminder of 
several very worrisome trends. 
One is that extremists see 
houses of worship as easy tar-
gets. In the past year we’ve 
seen vicious attacks on two 
U.S. synagogues, two mosques 
in Christchurch, New Zealand, 
and several churches in Sri 
Lanka. What just happened 
in Halle contains echoes of 
all of them. To begin with, of 
course, it was an attack on a 
synagogue. The Sri Lanka at-
tacks took place on Easter, the 
holiest day on the Christian 
calendar and one that draws 
large crowds to churches, en-
suring a high casualty count. 
Yom Kippur is the holiest day 
on the Jewish calendar and 
typically draws large crowds 
to synagogues. And like the 
Christchurch massacres, the 
assailant came prepared with 
a camera so that like-minded 
individuals could watch the at-
tack online as it happened.

These similarities point to 
the global nature of the threat 
involved. The use of the inter-
net to spread poisonous ide-
ology is of particular con-
cern. It’s terrifying to think 
that there’s much of an audi-
ence for a bloody attack on in-
nocent people, yet apparently 
there is. Wednesday’s attack 
was live-streamed on Twitch, 
an Amazon-owned live-

streaming platform. It was up 
on the site for about 30 min-
utes before it was flagged and 
removed. During that time 
2,200 people viewed the video 
of the attack. And even after it 
was taken down from Twitch, 
the video quickly proliferated 
on other platforms. The New 
York Times reported that ver-
sions of the video reached 
more than 15,000 accounts on 
the messaging platform Tele-
gram within a half-hour.

Companies that host video 
streaming are struggling to 
regulate the vast amounts 
of content delivered through 
their services. Until they solve 
the problem, we can expect 
more of these sorts of attacks.

The one piece of relatively 
good news here is that the at-
tacker did not achieve his goal 
of slaughtering people in the 
synagogue. It is most fortunate 
that the building in Halle had 
sufficient security to thwart 
the attacker, who even tried to 
shoot his way into the building 
without success. But how sad it 
is that we live in a time when 
leaders of houses of worship 
here and around the world feel 
that they must lock their doors 
during their services, hire pri-
vate security personnel and/or 
seek police protection just so 
they can pray for a few hours. 
After all, the inclination of just 
about any faith group is to have 
open doors and invite all to 
come in for spiritual comfort. 
How sad it is that many feel 
that’s no longer possible.

Of course, the specific na-
ture of this attack demands 
attention. It serves as a hor-
rifying reminder of the con-
tinued resurgence of anti-Sem-
itism around the world. Last 
week we expressed the wish 
that the coming Jewish year 
would be free of the mourning 
and fear that marked the pre-
vious 12 months. We’re near-
ing the one-year anniversary 
of the Tree of Life synagogue 
attack in Pittsburgh, followed 
six months later by shootings 
during a Passover observance 
in Poway, Calif. It took just 10 
days for the trend to continue 
into the Jewish year 5780.

Once again, we pray that 
people of good will around the 
world rally against the hate-
mongers and make it clear 
that their poisonous views will 
not be tolerated. These un-
speakable attacks must come 
to an end.

Editorial

Another attack 
on the faithful

STEM education crucial 
to strong American future

Editor:
 I was very surprised to read 

two professors from Penn State 
University, an institution that 
ranks fifth in the country in 
the number of graduating en-
gineers, viewing the push for 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and math, or STEM, ca-
reers as nothing more than a 
choice over a career in humani-
ties (“There’s more to education 
than STEM,” Reading Eagle, 
Oct. 7). There are some impor-
tant things that the profes-
sors overlook. First, a $10,000 
per year difference between hu-
manities and engineering start-
ing salaries is a substantial dif-
ference. Just ask any recent col-
lege graduate paying off student 
loans. In fact, at a moderate an-
nual interest rate of 4%, an ex-
tra $10,000 per year equates to 
more than $1 million at retire-
ment age.

Second, the focus on STEM 
has a profound economic pur-
pose. Department of Labor sta-
tistics indicate that only 5% of 
our country’s population is em-
ployed in the technology sector, 
yet 50% of our future economic 
growth depends on this sec-
tor. Studies predict that the cur-
rent shortage of engineers will 
translate to a potential loss of 
$454 billion in economic output 
by 2028. These numbers should 
concern everyone, regardless 
of where their own personal or 
professional interests lie. 

Yes, technology development 
relies on a multidisciplinary 
team. But scientists and engi-
neers represent the backbone 
of this team. The STEM move-
ment addresses a critical work-
force shortage and will enable 
our country to maintain its in-
ternational competitiveness 

and prosperity. To think that 
the STEM movement is nothing 
more than a promotion of one 
field over another is missing the 
point.

James P. Cinelli 
Reading

Setting the record straight 
on Exeter Township issues

Editor:
I’m writing to respond to 

“Exeter Township needs some 
new leadership” (Reading Ea-
gle, Oct. 8), which did not tell 
the full story.

There are two items that Ex-
eter supervisors have been 
planning since early 2019.

After a year of delibera-
tion and planning, Exeter pur-
chased the former Promenade 
shopping center to construct 
a multi-functional municipal 
complex to include a commu-
nity center. The current munic-
ipal complex site may be ideal 
for age-restricted housing, a 
need in the community.

Meanwhile, a real estate firm 
was brought in to execute a 
two-step approach that will de-
termine the future of the Read-
ing Country Club and the cur-
rent municipal complex. A pro-
cess is in place to obtain a list 
of prospective buyers for the 
club along with their qualifi-
cations and intentions. We en-
listed Larry Hirsh of Golf Prop-
erty Analysts to help find a golf 
management operation to lease 
or manage the course. Once 
these are complete we will work 
with residents to determine the 
direction they want.

Considering the nostalgia 
people feel regarding the coun-
try club and the amazing nat-
ural environment that Exeter 
provides, it’s important that 
this is handled fairly and trans-
parently. It’s also important to 

recognize that some residents 
don’t want their tax dollars sup-
porting the course. We must do 
our due diligence and look out 
for all residents in an objective 
manner.

This is the best long-term ap-
proach to solve the issue for all 
residents. Let’s work together as 
a community to make it a suc-
cess and continue planning for 
a bright future.

John Cusatis 
Chairman, 

Exeter Township supervisors

What’s being done to keep 
Heim in county hands?

Editor:
I am writing out of concern 

that Berks Heim remain under 
Berks County ownership and 
management. The recent pass-
ing of 22-year Heim adminis-
trator Jerry Fudeman was a re-
minder of the attitude of care 
that existed while he was there 
and continues to this day.

When the county commis-
sioners stopped their attempt 
to sell the Heim following give-
backs by its employees, it was 
clear that additional steps 
needed to be taken to ensure 
the Heim will remain in county 
hands beyond the current labor 
agreement.

My question to the commis-
sioners and state lawmakers is: 
What steps have they taken or 
do they plan to take to keep the 
Heim in county hands in the 
long term? I look forward to 
hearing what they have done or 
plan to do. Their lack of a pub-
lic response will be even more 
telling.

Thomas W. Gajewski Sr. 
Muhlenberg Township

Editor’s note: Gajewski is a 
former Berks County commis-
sioner.

Letters

By Ann McFeatters

As we confront the 1,000th 
day of the Trump presidency, we 

see what it’s come 
down to — and 
you know this — 
the reelection of 
President Donald 
Trump.

Four more 
years of troubling 
tweets. Four more 
years of bloviat-
ing bliss for cable 

news. Four more years of exhaus-
tion, U.S.-aided international tur-
moil and economic uncertainty. 
Total polarization for all of us.

That is what the weird 
Ukraine scandal is about. 
Trump withheld congressio-
nally authorized military aid 

for an ally at war to try to as-
certain that it pursued bogus 
and provably unfounded corrup-
tion claims against Joe Biden. 
The former vice president may 
be boring, but as one of the least 
wealthy national politicians, he’s 
not, from everything we know, 
corrupt. Whereas Trump is and 
always has been provably cor-
rupt. Americans knew that in 
2016 and said, what the heck.

So what if Trump (a billion-
aire whose businesses are ben-
efiting magnificently from his 
presidency) is actively encour-
aging foreign countries to inter-
fere in our elections.

All U.S. intelligence agencies 
concurred that Russia worked to 
elect Trump president and will 
do so again in 2020. A two-year 
investigation proved that Trump 
obstructed justice during the 

probe of Russian interference. 
What happened? Nothing.

Now, Trump has betrayed 
the Kurds, who fought with the 
U.S. against the Islamic State 
and the war against terrorism 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. How 
do those of us whose sons and 
daughters have fought in those 
wars reconcile that? The Islamic 
State may now be resurgent. 
Russia is thrilled that we threw 
away our claim as defender of 
human rights. Our goals in the 
Middle East are shredded.

What do freedom-loving 
Americans think about the bi-
zarre affinity Trump has for dic-
tators accused of murdering and 
imprisoning dissidents.

And guess who suggested that 
legally protected whistleblow-
ers, holding back the curtain on 
his potentially illegal activities, 

were guilty of treason, punish-
able by death? Yes, Trump.

Most bizarrely, the whistle-
blowers implicated Trump in 
a crime to which Trump him-
self admitted guilt. His White 
House released notes of his call 
with the president of Ukraine 
demanding that country manu-
facture evidence of corruption 
against Biden, with the clear im-
plication that millions of dollars 
in aid were at stake. 

What we have here is democ-
racy at stake. When the White 
House says it will not concede 
congressional authority in the 
impeachment proceedings, it 
is saying that the executive of-
fice is all-powerful and may do 
whatever it wants. Do we no lon-
ger have three equal branches of 
government?

I know that many Americans 

support Trump, convinced he 
has maintained a good economy, 
despite the trade wars, huge def-
icit spending and the dispiriting 
lack of growth in wages.

But Trump has not grown in 
office. His ignorance remains 
shocking. His arrogance is 
mind-blowing. He is not a model 
for children. In their hearts, 
Americans know this.

Today a mind-blowing num-
ber of Republicans have decided 
that Trump’s unconstitutional 
transgressions do not matter, 
that his narcissistic approach to 
power and amazing display of 
bravado are the price we should 
pay for business as usual.

In one year we voters must 
decide a major issue: Are presi-
dents above the law or not? One 
thousand days under Trump 
have passed. How many to go?

Commentary

Will Americans really choose four more years of this?

McFeatters

Cartoonist’s take

OPINION
»    readingeagle.comFriday, October 11, 2019 » MORE AT FACEBOOK.COM/READINGEAGLE  AND TWITTER.COM/READINGEAGLE
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The Associated Press

NEW YORK » Two Florida 
businessmen tied to Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s law-
yer and the Ukraine in-
vestigation were charged 
Thursday with federal 
campaign finance viola-
tions. The charges relate 
to a $325,000 donation to a 
group supporting Trump’s 
reelection.

Lev Parnas and Igor Fru-
man, associates of Rudy Gi-
uliani, were arrested on a 
four-count indictment that 
includes charges of con-
spiracy, making false state-
ments to the Federal Elec-
tion Commission and fal-
sification of records. The 
men had key roles in Gi-
uliani’s efforts to launch a 
Ukrainian corruption in-
vestigation against Dem-
ocratic presidential con-
tender Joe Biden and his 
son Hunter.

Records show that Par-
nas and Fruman used wire 
transfers from a corporate 
entity they controlled to 
make the $325,000 dona-
tion to the America First 
Action committee in 2018. 
But wire transfer records 
that became public through 

a lawsuit show that the cor-
porate entity reported as 
making the transaction 
was not the true source of 
the money.

Prosecutors also allege 
that Parnas urged a U.S. 
congressman to seek the 
ouster of the U.S. ambas-
sador to Ukraine, at the 
behest of Ukrainian gov-
ernment officials. That 
happened about the same 
time that Parnas and Fru-
man committed to raising 
more than $20,000 for the 
politician.

The congressman wasn’t 
identified by name in court 
papers, but the donations 
to “Congressman 1” in the 
indictment match cam-
paign finance reports for 
former Rep. Pete Sessions, 
a Texas Republican who 
lost his reelection bid in 
November 2018. 

DENVER

Jury: Uber driver not 
guilty in death 

A jury on Thursday 
found an Uber driver not 
guilty of murder in the fa-
tal shooting of a passen-
ger he said attacked him 
while driving on a freeway 

in Denver.
Jurors sided with Mi-

chael Hancock, 31, who ar-
gued that he was defending 
himself against passenger 
Hyun (Huhn) Kim.

Hancock said Kim, 45, 
made unwanted sexual ad-
vances and attacked him 
when Hancock threatened 
to pull over during the June 
2018 ride.

Prosecutors said Han-
cock stopped the car, went 
to the front passenger side 
where Kim was sitting, and 
fired 10 bullets from his 
semi-automatic handgun. 
At least five struck Kim.

Hancock, who was not 
seriously injured, then put 
a knife in Kim’s hand to 
get his fingerprints on it, 
authorities said.

Hancock testified that 
he kept the knife under 
his seat and put it in Kim’s 
hand to see if he was still 
alive.

EL PASO, TEXAS

Suspect pleads not 
guilty in 22 deaths

The man, 22, charged 
with capital murder in the 
fatal shooting of 22 people 
at a Walmart in El Paso, 

Texas, pleaded not guilty 
Thursday during a brief 
initial hearing.

Police have said Patrick 
Crusius of Dallas confessed 
to the Aug. 3 mass shooting 
and that he targeted Mex-
icans.

Some two-dozen people 
survived the attack with in-
juries, and two of them re-
mained in the hospital, of-
ficials said.

Local prosecutors have 
said they will seek the 
death penalty. Federal au-
thorities are weighing cap-
ital murder and hate crime 
charges. The Department 
of Justice has called the 
shooting an act of domes-
tic terrorism.

There were 2,000 wit-
nesses at the scene of the 
massacre.

Crusius fled the scene of 
the shooting in his car but 
turned himself in less than 
an hour later, according to 
police. His arrest warrant 
says he declared, “I’m the 
shooter.” 

Police have said he pub-
lished a racist screed a few 
minutes before the shoot-
ing, saying he wanted to 
kill Latinos to balkanize 
the U.S. along racial lines.

Across the Nation

Men tied to Giuliani arrested

From wire reports

The federal government 
on Thursday published new 
guidelines on how, when 
and whether the millions of 
patients who use the pain-
killers should be forced to 
cut back.

A main thrust of the 
new guidance on tapering 
is that clinicians should be 
slow, cautious and delib-
erate in reducing dosages, 
and should consult patients 
to ensure that they’re toler-
ating the process. 

The guidelines empha-
size “personalized care tai-
lored to the specific circum-
stances and unique needs of 
each patient,” said Brett P. 
Giroir of the Department of 
Health and Human Services.

Meanwhile, an appellate 
court on Thursday rejected 
a request to halt a landmark 
trial on whether drug com-
panies are responsible for 
the opioid epidemic, ruling 
the bid did not meet the 
strict test for such an ex-
traordinary move.

The state of Ohio, sup-
ported by a number of 
other states, had filed the 
last-ditch request to post-
pone or dismiss the federal 
case. Ohio Attorney General 
Dave Yost argued the cities 
and counties suing drug 
companies have usurped 

state authority to take on 
the drug companies. 

ICE criticizes ruling on 
immigrant databases

The acting director 
of U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement on 
Thursday criticized a judge’s 
ruling barring his agency 
from relying solely on data-
bases that have at times led 
to the wrongful detention of 
American citizens.

Matthew Albence called 
the September ruling an 
example of “judicial over-
reach” that threatened pub-
lic safety.

The ruling by U.S. Dis-
trict Judge André Birotte 
Jr. bars ICE from issuing 
requests known as “detain-
ers” based solely on data-
base searches considered 
to be unreliable. It applies 
to states that do not explic-
itly authorize civil immigra-
tion arrests using detainers.

ICE cross-checks jail ros-
ters around the U.S. with 
federal databases that track 
people’s nationality and im-
migration status. When it 
detects that a person is un-
authorized to be in the U.S., 
ICE will issue a detainer 
asking the agency to hold 
the person until he or she 
can be taken into immigra-
tion custody.

Washington Digest

Opioid tapering 
guidelines issued

The Associated Press

AKCAKALE, TURKEY » Turkey 
pressed its assault against 
U.S.-allied Kurdish forces in 
northern Syria on Thursday 
for a second day, pounding 
the region with airstrikes 
and an artillery bombard-
ment.

Amid the fierce fighting, 
residents fled with their be-
longings loaded into cars, 
pickup trucks and motor-
cycle rickshaws, while oth-
ers escaped on foot. 

The U.N. refugee agency 
said tens of thousands were 
on the move, and aid agen-
cies warned that nearly a 
half-million people near the 
border were at risk.

Many had fled the mil-
itants of the Islamic State 
group only a few years ago.

The Turkish air and 
ground assault was launched 
three days after President 
Donald Trump opened the 
way by pulling American 
troops from their positions 
near the border alongside 
their Kurdish allies.

Trump warned Turkey 
for moderation during its 
assault and safeguard ci-
vilians. 

The Turkish Defense Mili-
tary said its jets and artillery 
had struck 181 targets so far.

LONDON

Leaders see ‘pathway’ 
to Brexit deal

The leaders of Britain 

and Ireland said Thursday 
they had spotted a “path-
way” to an elusive Brexit 
deal, keeping hopes of a 
breakthrough alive just 
three weeks before the 
U.K.’s deadline to leave the 
European Union.

British Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson and Irish leader 
Leo Varadkar provided a sta-
tus update on the issue af-
ter a private lunch meeting 
in northwest England that 
lasted for several hours.

“Both continue to believe 
that a deal is in everybody’s 
interest,” they said in a joint 
statement. “They agreed 
that they could see a path-
way to a possible deal.”

Britain is due to leave the 
28-nation bloc on Oct. 31, 
and attempts to find a deal 
have foundered over plans 
for the border between E.U. 
member Ireland and the 
U.K.’s Northern Ireland.

The currently all-but-in-
visible border underpins 
both the regional economy 
and Northern Ireland’s 
peace process.

Under a U.K. proposal, 
there would have to be 
customs checks on some 
goods, though not on the 
border itself. The E.U. says 
any customs checks are un-
acceptable.

There was little of sub-
stance in Varadkar and 
Johnson’s statement indi-
cating a breakthrough or 
whether the “pathway” was 
near or far off.

Around the World

Turkey pressing 
assault on Kurds
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PRECIPITATION

TODAY: 

Allergies

J F M A M J J A S O N D

Migraine

Weather(W): s-sunny, 
pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, 
sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, 
r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-
snow, i-ice.

Sinus

Shown are today’s noon positions 
of weather systems and precipition. 
Temperature bands are highs for the day.

Respiratory

 Showers T-storms Rain Flurries Snow Ice Cold front Warm front Stationary front

Arthritis -10s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110sRunning

Yesterday’s Rating.  0-50, Good; 51-100, 
Moderate; 101-150, Unhealthy for 

sensitive groups; 151-200, Unhealthy; 201-300, Very 
unhealthy; 301-500, Hazardous.    Source: airnow.gov

City Hi/Lo/W

NATIONAL CITIESNATIONAL FORECAST

TODAY’S CONDITIONS

AIR QUALITY INDEX 

REGIONAL OUTLOOK

56

City name  Today’s
75/43 High/low forecast

 Water temperature

6 A.M. 9 P.M.6 P.M.3 P.M.NOON MIDNIGHT9 A.M. SATURDAY

69°/48°
Partly sunny

SUNDAY

68°/43°
Mostly sunny and 

pleasant

MONDAY

71°/46°
Clearing

TUESDAY

71°/50°
A p.m. shower 

possible

WEDNESDAY

68°/46°
A shower 

possible

66/47

60/52

64/46

64/46

69/50

69/50

65/47 63/46

62/45

64/55

65/53

66/55

67/56
72/53

65/52

Yesterday: 0.00”; 
This month: 0.95”

66°/47°; RealFeel®: 65°/52°

Partly sunny and not as warm; Wind: NE 6-12 mph

51° 55° 61° 66° 62° 56° 53°

RECORDS: 87°/28° YESTERDAY: 75°/52°

LOW BENEFICIAL BENEFICIAL BENEFICIAL BENEFICIAL EXCELLENT EXCELLENT

Anchorage 45/34/c
Boston 56/51/r
Buffalo 69/52/s
Cincinnati 78/42/sh
Cleveland 78/49/pc
Dallas 61/41/r
Honolulu 88/76/t
Indianapolis 72/36/pc
Las Vegas 72/49/s
Myrtle Beach 79/58/s
Nashville 82/46/pc
New Orleans 87/64/t
Norfolk 69/58/s
Omaha 44/31/c
Orlando 87/67/pc
Phoenix 90/65/s
Pittsburgh 74/53/s
Portland, Maine 58/47/c
St. Louis 54/36/r
Tampa 89/70/pc

©2019; forecasts and graphics provided by
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66

63

2018 
53.87” 

Normal 
34.64” 

2019 
43.18” 

Pain Wellness
Performance

Eric Ratner, M.D.
Medical Director

Ronald Lincow, D.O.
Pain Management

2201RidgewoodRoad, Suite 200,Wyomissing, PA19610
www.painmanagement-physicians.com | 610-375-6226

Scott Rosenthal D.O.
Pain Management

• Regenerative Medicine

• Non Opioid Drug Therapy

• Radio Frequency Procedures

• Physical Therapy

• Headache Treatments
• Painless Injections
• Spinal Cord Implants
• Spine Surgery

NEW,
NON-SURGICALAPPROACHES

TO PAIN
MANAGEMENT

Jason Phillips, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery

Nathan Tiedeken,M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery

• Our Pain Management Physicians are thoroughly trained in
evaluation, diagnosis and treatment of ALL TYPES OF PAIN

• Our expert physicians review your detailed history, physical exam
and test results, then present a comprehensive treatment plan

• Treatment plans offer new, non-surgical approaches plus
traditional options

Pain Management
PHY S I C I AN S

Caring for Breathing and
Sleep Problems Night andDay
JOSEPHA.MARIGLIO,M.D., FCCP
RONALDC.KROL,M.D., FCCP
PAULSTELMACH,M.D., FCCP
JOHNA.SHAPIRO,M.D.
SAJJADH.SHAH,M.D., FCCP
JAMESN.KIM,M.D., FCCP
DOSIKKIM,M.D.
PHILIPWEXLER,M.D.
MUMTAZ ZAMAN,M.D., FCCP
HAITHAMKANNEH,M.D

ROOPIKAREDDY,M.D.
DAVIDYOUNG,D.O.
DARONKAHN,M.D.
MARKTITI,M.D.
JUSTINHERMAN,M.D.
PALLAKAGARWAL,M.D.
KARENDeLONG,MSN,CRNP
ROBINHERB,MSN,CRNP
SUSANO’BRIEN,MSN,CRNP

2608 Keiser Blvd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
610-685-LUNG (5864)

www.lungmd.net

Pulmonary Medicine • Sleep Medicine
Critical Care • Allergy

The Sleep Health Center at Respiratory Specialists
houses state-of-the-art high-tech facilities and a staff
of experienced sleep technicians. The information

derived from the sleep studies provide our five board
certified sleep physicians with comprehensive
information necessary to diagnose and treat a

variety of sleep disorders including sleep apnea.

Our doctors consult with their patients about
their sleep disorder and prescribe a diagnostic

sleep session in the Sleep Center.

Our convenient outpatient setting has
a quiet and relaxed atmosphere that enables

patients to fall asleep easily during sleep studies.
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